29 August 2000

Audi Hunts For Third
Consecutive Victory
To date, no manufacturer has managed to win three races in succession at
the fiercely contested American Le Mans Series (ALMS). This could change
next weekend. The Team Audi Sport North America comes to the seventh
round of this highly competitive series in Fort Worth (Texas) determined to
secure a hattrick. Following victories at Sears Point and Mosport, there is
just one aim for the race on the Texas Motor Speedway: "We want to win
and close the remaining gap to BMW rapidly by bringing home as many
points as possible," declares Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich, Head of Audi Sport.
Audi lies just three points behind BMW in the manufacturers´
championship, with Audi pilot Allan McNish having worked his way up the
rankings and currently sitting third in the drivers´ standings. The Scotsman
is confident he can continue the upward trend in Texas: "We´ve contested
four rounds of the ALMS in this Audi R8, set pole every time, and won three
of the races. That shows just how good the Audi R8 is, especially when you
consider that most of these circuits are new territory for Audi."
This is also the case for the Texas Motor Speedway situated close to
Dallas. The 4.55 kilometre track consists almost totally of the NASCAR series
oval - without chicanes - making speeds of up to 300 kph possible. In
contrast, a newly built infield section has been included with extremely
tight corners. "That means that when setting up the car you have to find a
compromise between the ultra fast oval part and the slow twisty infield
section," explains team director Reinhold Joest.
This task is not easy: Team Audi Sport North America can only test on the
new circuit on Thursday, with the first qualifying taking place on Friday. The
2.45 hour race will start at dusk on Saturday. Nevertheless, with daytime
temperatures in Dallas reaching around 40 degrees celcius in the shade at
this time of the year, the drivers still anticipate sweltering temperatures.
"Our tyres will also come under great stress," Dr. Ullrich believes. However,
both Audi teams - Frank Biela/Emanuele Pirro and Rinaldo Capello/Allan
McNish - are not too concerned: The Audi R8 sportscars are regarded as
tyre conserving racing cars.
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Current Points Standings
Drivers
1. Jörg Müller (BMW)
2. JJ Lehto (BMW)
3. Allan McNish (Audi R8)
4. Jan Magnussen (Panoz)
5. Frank Biela (Audi R8)
Rinaldo Capello (Audi R8)
7. Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8)
8. David Brabham (Panoz)
9. Bill Auberlen (BMW)
10. Hiroki Katoh (Panoz)
Manufacturers
1. BMW
2. Audi
3. Panoz
4. Reynard
5. Lola
6. Cadillac

146
143
126
124
123
123
121
109
100
93

140
137
120
67
61
53

Dallas Timetable
Friday, 1 September
10.05 – 11.05 hours
14.25 – 14.45 hours

free practice
1st qualifying

Saturday, 2 September
09.15 – 10.15 hours
14.15 – 14.35 hours
19.00 hours

free practice
2nd qualifying
start

All times are local times.

Current photos and information are available on the internet: www.audi-press.com
(password required)
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