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Barcelona, 23 September 2007  
 
Motorsport 

News from the Audi DTM team  
  
• Ronaldinho and colleagues from FC Barcelona visit Audi  
• Audi Chairman Rupert Stadler at Barcelona 
• Audi Economy Run highlights fuel economy 
 
The football stars from FC Barcelona visited the Audi DTM squad on 
Thursday. At the Circuit de Catalunya Ronaldinho, Lionel Messi, Thierry 
Henry and company received their new Audi “company cars” from Ralph 
Weyler,  Member of the Board Marketing and Sales of AUDI AG. In 
addition, they were able to run a few laps in the Audi R8 and go for a ride in 
the Audi A4 DTM race taxi with Mattias Ekström and Tom Kristensen. 
 
The day before, Mattias Ekström and Tom Kristensen had attended the 
Champions League home game of FC Barcelona against Olympique Lyon.  
Mattias Ekström, who watched a football match for the first time in his life, 
witnessed a clear 3:0 victory of FC Barcelona together with football fan 
Tom Kristensen and a crowd of 80,000 fans at Camp Nou, Europe’s biggest 
football stadium. 
 
Head of Audi Motorsport Dr Wolfgang Ullrich received a Board visitor 
during the race at Barcelona: Rupert Stadler, the Chairman of the Board of  
AUDI AG, paid a visit to his DTM squad in Catalonia. 
 
In the Audi Economy Run, the skills displayed by Martin Tomczyk and 
Mattias Ekström differed quite a bit: In the competition that was aimed at 
achieving maximum fuel economy, Ekström at the wheel of an Audi R8 
reached a clearly better reference value than his team colleague, who took 
revenge a day later by clinching the pole position in the DTM qualifying 
practice. The competition for journalists was won by ARD commentator 
Philipp Sohmer ahead of Gregor Messer (auto motor und sport) and Maria 
de Villota, daughter of the former Spanish Formula 1 driver Emilio de 
Villota.  
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The mechanics of Audi Sport Team Rosberg and Mike Rockenfeller 
presented a generous gift to team member Andreas Roos: For his wedding, 
the race engineer was given a ride in the DTM race taxi alongside “his” 
driver Mike  Rockenfeller. The young bride, Nina Roos, was also allowed 
to get into the “hot seat” next to “Rocky”. 
 
In memory of former World Rally Champion Colin McRae, who was killed 
in an accident a week ago, Mattias Ekström, Tom Kristensen, Mike 
Rockenfeller and Markus Winkelhock drove with small stickers – 
displaying the Scottish flag and the name “Colin” - on their helmets at 
Barcelona. In the past, Ekström and Kristensen had competed as a team in 
the “Race of Champions” against the British rally legend. Tina Thörner, 
who visited her partner Mattias Ekström at Barcelona, was planned to be 
McRae’s co-driver in the 2008 Dakar Rally.  
 
Oswald Kristensen experienced a début. At Barcelona, the five-month old 
son of Tom Kristensen watched his first DTM race on the lap of his mother 
Hanne. 
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Photographs, sound bites and addititional information on the Internet:  
www.audi-motorsport.info (Accreditation necessary)      
 


