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Double commitment for Ekström at Hockenheim
Mattias Ekström starts season perfectly after two victories in two races
• World RX Champion to again compete at Hockenheim in World RX and DTM
• Ekström: “Thinking of the atmosphere gives me goose bumps”
•

Ingolstadt, May 2, 2017 – The FIA World Rallycross Championship will visit the
Hockenheimring from May 5 to 7. For Mattias Ekström, round three of the season is a very
special one. Like last year, the reigning Rallycross World Champion will not only be on the
grid in his Audi S1 EKS RX quattro, but in the Audi RS 5 DTM contest both races of the DTM
season opener as well.
Ekström looks forward to his double commitment with eager anticipation: “The weekend last
year was an incredible experience,” says the Swede. “Thinking about the full grandstands and
atmosphere at the Motodrom still gives me goose bumps.” In 2016, Ekström raced in two
different series on the same weekend for the first time in his more than 20-year career. In the
World RX at Audi’s “home round,” he celebrated a brilliant one-two win together with his
teammate Toomas Heikkinen. “Honestly, that was less stressful than a normal DTM weekend
because I was allowed to miss a few meetings,” enthuses Ekström.
In 2017, Ekström’s schedule that is tight to begin with is even more compact. “Apparently, the
organizers felt that last year I had too much time after my victory,” the world champion
comments with a twinkle in his eye. After the World RX podium ceremony on Sunday, Ekström
would only have 20 minutes before qualifying for the second DTM race starts. “That’s just theory
for now. You have a long way to go before you can hold a trophy in your hand in the World RX.
The competition is even fiercer this year and victory means having to give your all, plus a perfect
team performance.” On clinching his second victory this season in Portugal, the seasoned 38year-old campaigner has extended his lead in the drivers’ standings. After two of twelve rounds,
his advantage over Johan Kristoffersson is 14 points.
Alongside Ekström, the Finn Heikkinen and Reinis Nitišs from Latvia will be racing for Audi and
EKS. 26-year-old Heikkinen together with Ekström is also battling for points in the teams’
standings in which EKS is currently in position two, trailing Team PSRX Volkswagen Sweden with
a nine-point deficit. In the most recent round in Portugal that was only his second start for EKS
Nitišs immediately made it into the final of the six best drivers, but can only score points for the
drivers classification in the team’s third Audi S1 EKS RX quattro.
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About Hockenheim RX
Track

Hockenheimring, 95 km south of Frankfurt am Main

Track length

1,280 m

Surface

60% tarmac, 40% gravel

Turns

8 left, 4 right

Top speed

approx. 179 km/h

Entries

22 supercars

Lap record

Petter Solberg (N), 54.531s (2016)

Winner 2016

Mattias Ekström (S), 5m 41.784s

Race duration

4 laps (qualifying), 6 laps (semi-finals and final)

Schedule, local time (CEST)
Friday, May 5
10:30–11:30 Free practice
15:00–15:25 Qualifying 1 (Q1)
16:05–16:30 Qualifying 2 (Q2)
Saturday, May 6
17:30–17:55 Qualifying 3 (Q3)
18:30–18:55 Qualifying 4 (Q4)
Sunday, May 7
11:10–11:50 Semi-finals and final
11:50–11:55 Podium ceremony
Additional information and content
•

Info about Audi’s World RX commitment

•

Results and points standings

•

Photos
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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