Audi
MediaInfo

Communications
Audi Sport customer racing
Eva-Maria Becker
Tel: +49 841 89-33922
E-mail: eva-maria.becker@audi.de
www.audi-mediacenter.com/en

Ten Audi R8 LMS in the ADAC GT Masters
• Audi with the most customer teams in Europe’s strongest national series
• Title-defender Montaplast by Land-Motorsport competes with two Audi cars
• Audi R8 LMS also in other European national series
Ingolstadt, April 20, 2017 – Audi remains the brand with the highest number of cars entered
in probably the strongest national GT3 racing series in Europe. On April 28–30, ten Audi R8
LMS start contesting the eleventh season of the ADAC GT Masters. The cars are spread
between six Audi customer teams, three of which are present for the first time in this series.
The customer teams and their drivers are supported by six Audi Sport drivers.
Audi has already celebrated the overall victory in the ADAC GT Masters three times: Christian Abt
in 2009, René Rast/Kelvin van der Linde in 2014 and Connor De Phillippi/Christopher Mies in
2016. The two champions from last year will be looking to defend their title with team
Montaplast by Land-Motorsport. Their team mate Jeffrey Schmidt will share a cockpit with
Christopher Haase. In 2007, Haase wrote history as the first ADAC GT Masters champion. In the
South African Kelvin van der Linde from the Aust Motorsport team, another former title-holder
will be in action in an Audi R8 LMS. Furthermore, Frank Aust’s team will provide a cockpit for a
rising star from the Audi Sport TT Cup. Dennis Marschall is the 2016 runner-up from the Audi
one-make cup. Yaco Racing, as another Audi customer team, has already proven that it is
capable of victories with two race triumphs in the ADAC GT Masters.
Three more teams will be relying on the Audi R8 LMS for the first time in this year’s ADAC GT3
racing series. The Audi Sport racing academy is giving a chance to the junior duo Mikaela ÅhlinKottulinsky/Ricardo Feller, and is counting on Elia Erhart/Christopher Höher in the second car.
The team BWT Mücke Motorsport has, among others, Markus Winkelhock and Frank Stippler in
the cockpit – two established Audi Sport drivers who have already celebrated many endurance
race victories. Marc and Dennis Busch also have endurance experience. The twins from Bensheim
have already celebrated overall victories on the Nordschleife of the Nürburgring, and together
face the challenge of the ADAC GT Masters for the first time with their family team Twin Busch
Motorsport. The series has 14 rounds on seven weekends in Germany, Austria and the
Netherlands and is considered one of the most professional and toughest national GT3 series.
All races are broadcast live and in full-length by Sport1.
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“Audi is represented the strongest out of all seven participating brands on a grid of 32 racing
cars. Almost a third of the field are R8 LMS cars,” says Chris Reinke, Head of Audi Sport
customer racing. “We are expecting a similarly tough title fight like last year, and we are eager
to see whether the newcomers and junior drivers can hold their own with the established
racers.”
Not only in the ADAC GT Masters is the Audi R8 LMS popular. In the German club sport racing
series DMV GTC, six GT3 sports cars with the four rings are competing, as well as other customer
teams in the VLN Endurance Championship Nürburgring. Also outside of Germany, Audi is
represented in a national GT3 racing series in Europe: at the same time as the German opener in
Oschersleben, the Italian GT Championship begins beyond the Alps. At Imola, Audi Sport Italia
contests its ninth season in a row with the Audi R8 LMS. The Audi factory driver and three-time
Le Mans winner Benoît Tréluyer and Vittorio Ghirelli are the confirmed drivers. Emilio Radaelli’s
team has already won a drivers’ title, as well as two runner-up drivers’ titles and two team titles.
Audi Sport customer racing teams in the ADAC GT Masters:
Montaplast by Land-Motorsport
#1

Christopher Mies/Connor De Phillippi

#2

Christopher Haase/Jeffrey Schmidt

Aust Motorsport
#3

Kelvin van der Linde/Markus Pommer

#4

Dennis Marschall/Patric Niederhauser

Audi Sport racing academy
#8

Mikaela Åhlin-Kottulinsky/Ricardo Feller

#9

Elia Erhart/Christopher Höher

BWT Mücke Motorsport
#24

Filip Salaquarda/Markus Winkelhock

#25

Mike David Ortmann/Frank Stippler

Twin Busch Motorsport
#44

Dennis Busch/Marc Busch

Yaco Racing
#50

Rahel Frey/Philip Geipel

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi
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Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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