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Audi and EKS to start as leaders of the standings in
Portugal
Mattias Ekström and his EKS team self-confident after victory in season opener
• Race track in the Portuguese mountains known for changeable weather
• Ekström: “Have good and bad memories of last year”
•

Ingolstadt, April 18, 2017 – The FIA World Rallycross Championship will be entering round
two at Montalegre, Portugal, next weekend (April 22 and 23). The town near the Spanish
border merely has a population of 1,800, but motorsport fans have been flocking to the
venue in large numbers in recent years.
Following his victory in the season opener at Barcelona, World Champion Mattias Ekström is
traveling to Portugal as the front runner in the drivers’ championship. “The start could hardly
have gone better. Now we have to up the ante at Montalegre,” says Ekström. “I have good and
bad memories of last year. Everything was going according to plan up until the semi-final, but
then a mistake in turn one cost me the final. As a result, the Circuito Internacional de
Montalegre, besides the new track in Cape Town, is the only one on the World RX calendar on
which the Swede has never made it into the final – unlike his Finnish teammate Toomas
Heikkinen, who in his first race for EKS in 2016 immediately took third place there.
At first glance, the track layout featuring a 250-meter long start-finish straight promises few
challenges, but the devil is in the detail. The long Joker section every driver has to complete once
per race hardly offers grip. In the subsequent weave of turns, the extremely high curbs do not
forgive any mistakes. In addition, overtaking is extremely difficult because, except for turn one,
there are few opportunities to “brake past” rivals on the 945-meter track which is the shortest
one on the calendar.
Unpredictable as well is the weather. In 2015 and 2016, following torrential rainfalls, the races
at Montalegre were more akin to a mud festival than to a motorsport event. “The difficult
weather conditions made driving extremely difficult, but if you want to mount the very top of
the podium on Sunday, you need to have the right setup for any weather,” says Ekström, adding
with self-confidence. “And we do!” In addition to the lead in the drivers’ championship, Ekström,
together with Heikkinen, would like to defend the top spot in the teams’ standings as well,
which EKS is leading tied on points with Team PSRX Volkswagen Sweden. The EKS team with
Ekström and Heikkinen is completed by Reinis Nitišs from Latvia, who is on the grid at all twelve
rounds of the season in the team’s third Audi S1 EKS RX quattro.
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About Montalegre RX
Track

Circuito Internacional de Montalegre, 150 km north-east of Porto

Track length

945 m (Joker lap: 1,050 m)

Surface

60% tarmac, 40% gravel

Turns

5 left, 7 right

Top speed

approx. 169 km/h

Lap record

Petter Solberg (N), 38.939s (2014)

Winner 2016

Petter Solberg (N), 4m 03.992s

Race duration

4 laps (qualifying), 6 laps (semi-finals and final)

Schedule, local time (CEST – 1 hour)
Friday, April 21
16.00–16.15 Press conference
Saturday, April 22
10.20–12.20 Free practice
13.30–14.30 Qualifying 1 (Q1)
15.00–16.00 Qualifying 2 (Q2)
Sunday, April 23
10.30–11.30 Qualifying 3 (Q3)
12.00–13.00 Qualifying 4 (Q4)
15.00–15.40 Semi finals and final
15.50–15.55 Podium ceremony
Additional information and content
•

Info about Audi’s World RX commitment

•

Results and points standings

•

Photos
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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