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Audi at Nürburgring 24 Hours on front row
of the grid
•
•
•

Christian Mamerow achieves second-best time
Main focus was on thorough race preparation of all teams
Five different makes on top six rows of the grid

Ingolstadt/Nürburgring, May 18, 2012 – Audi is starting to the Nürburgring 24
Hours from the front row. In Friday’s top 40 qualifying, Christian Mamerow in the
Audi R8 LMS ultra took position two on the grid. At the 40th running of the Eifel
classic, five Audi R8 LMS ultra qualified for the seven front rows.
As early as on lap one of the top 40 qualifying session Christian Mamerow managed
to set a lap time of 8m 19.700s which initially made him the front runner. In the
only other timed lap that was permitted Uwe Alzen was the only driver to be quicker
once more than the Audi racer. Team Mamerow Racing achieved this remarkable
performance in its debut season with the new Audi R8 LMS ultra – Team Director
Peter Mamerow had only taken over the GT3 sports car in March. This result marked
an especially pleasing outcome of the qualifying event for Audi – particularly since
the work of all five Audi teams was not centered on chasing for a single fast time
but on thorough and comprehensive preparation for the race.
The second-best Audi driver in the final qualifying session was Frank Stippler. At the
wheel of the Audi R8 LMS ultra of Audi Sport Team Phoenix he managed to set the
eighth-best time on the 25.378-kilometer Eifel roller-coaster. Three other Audi
drivers – Edward Sandström (Speedhunters Team WRT), Marc Basseng (Audi Sport
Team Phoenix) and Thomas Mutsch (Raeder Motorsport) – achieved positions eleven
to 13. The Audi race experience is starting into the race from rows 13 and 14.
Qualifying marked the conclusion of a very thorough preparation phase of the Audi
squads for the Nürburgring 24 Hours. Audi Sport Team Phoenix just like the teams
supported by Audi Sport customer racing, Audi race experience, Mamerow Racing,
Raeder Motorsport and Speedhunters Team WRT, used the free practice and the
first two qualifying sessions to optimally set up the seven Audi R8 LMS ultra cars for
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the 24-hour racing distance. The work was centered on programs for the suspension
set-up, aerodynamics, fuel consumption and the Michelin tires. Until Friday
afternoon all cars were converted to the component specifications for the race.
Germany’s biggest race will start at 16:00 on Saturday. From 15:30 on, www.audi.tv
will broadcast the entire competition up to the finish by live streaming.
Selected quotes
Dieter Gass (Head of Racing Commitments Audi Sport): “I think we can be highly
satisfied with qualifying. We showed a pretty cohesive performance with all cars.
Qualifying in the new format that immediately proved to be viable was a
tremendous thriller. Last but not least, there were no weather changes, which made
a spectacular qualifying event possible. We’re basically in a very good position. My
congratulations go to Team Mamerow for position two. The squad spent a hard
night’s work to put the car on the grid here and did a perfect job. We’re lined up very
well with all Audi R8 LMS ultra cars for tomorrow’s race.”
Christian Mamerow, Audi R8 LMS ultra #26 (Mamerow Racing), grid position 2:
“I’m pleased. A superb qualifying session, as everybody had the chance to drive a
free lap. Up to the end of the second lap the track was clear for me and then I
caught two Porsches. But it was clear to me right away that the first lap would be it,
because the tire had the best grip then. I was astonished how many corners I was
able to take without any obstructions in this qualification mode. The track
conditions were perfect and the squad did a really good job. I felt comfortable – and
that’s how a good time resulted.”
Frank Stippler, Audi R8 LMS ultra #2 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix), grid position 8:
“We’re starting from the fourth row and definitely not unhappy with that. Top 40
qualifying stands for a new mode. Obviously, this is also about catching a free lap.
We had the choice between being overtaking on the warm-up lap and then getting
stuck in traffic on the timed lap or attacking on the formation lap. We decided to
attack.”
Edward Sandström, Audi R8 LMS ultra #4 (Speedhunters Team WRT), grid position
11:
“In Q3 I managed an average lap and I’m a bit disappointed. But this endurance race
is about something totally different than a grid position. My team did a good job and
I’m hoping that this will pay off for us in the race.”
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Marc Basseng, Audi R8 LMS ultra #3 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix), grid position 12:
“Top 40 qualifying is a sensational idea. It was a real thriller. I tackled the formation
lap with a lot of caution in order to keep from running down the tires. On lap one I
was trying to find a good speed, and I managed to do that. I wanted to improve
some more for the second lap but had to overtake a car, which cost some time.
That’s why the second lap was as fast as the first one. But the position is a good
starting base for the 24 hours.”
Thomas Mutsch, Audi R8 LMS ultra #9 (Raeder Motorsport), grid position 13:
“A big thank you goes to the team. The mechanics had a long night and gave me a
very good car. Although we didn’t quite make it into one of the top positions we’re
pretty pleased. The new top 40 qualifying format is a brilliant idea, as the new mode
does away with the chaos that we used to have at the beginning of the qualifying
sessions. We set up the car for the race so that we’ll manage to handle the distance
well in any kind of conditions. We attached importance to a good-natured set-up
and for the race didn’t just focus on the lap time.”
Marco Werner, Audi R8 LMS ultra #25 (Audi race experience), grid position 25:
“For the first time ever, I had two free laps on the Nordschleife ... They were good
laps with just a few minor mistakes. I’m pleased. We want to drive the race without
any problems throughout. The front of the field will probably be close together. I’m
starting for the Audi race experience together with three customers. Our aim is to
keep from making any mistakes and to do a good job of driving throughout.”
Florian Gruber, Audi R8 LMS ultra #24 (Audi race experience), grid position 28:
“I’m quite pleased with my lap. It’s really important, though, to put the results in
the right perspective. Obviously, it’s not qualifying that counts this weekend but the
long race. It’s positive that our car was running really well right from the
beginning.”

Top 40 qualifying results
1 Müller/Müller/Alzen/Adorf (BMW), 8m 18.382s
2 Abt/Ammermüller/Hahne/Mamerow (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 19.700s
3 Edwards/Bleekemolen/Metzger/Schall (Mercedes-Benz), 8m 20.050s
4 Heyer/Schneider/Arnold/Margaritis (Mercedes-Benz), 8m 20.731s
5 Hürtgen/Schwager/Bastian/Adorf (BMW), 8m 20.906s
6 Lieb/Dumas/Luhr/Lietz (Porsche), 8m 21.387s

3/4

7 Frankenhout/Simonsen/Kaffer/Arnold (Mercedes-Benz), 8m 21.604s
8 Fässler/Mies/Rast/Stippler (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 21.819s
9 Lamy/Kechele/Lauda/van der Ende (BMW) 8m 22.230s
10 Graf/Jäger/Roloff/Seyffarth (Mercedes-Benz), 8m 22.252s
11 Jarvis/Piccini/Sandström/Simonsen (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 22.404s
12 Basseng/Haase/Stippler/Winkelhock (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 22.426s
13 Biela/Hohenadel/Ludwig/Mutsch (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 23.053s
25 Bollrath/Ehret/Venn/Werner (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 29.546s
28 Cappellari/Gruber/Luff/Yoong (Audi R8 LMS ultra), 8m 31.798s

– End –

The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is
built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4
and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1
has been running since May 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3
has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets
worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili
Lamborghini S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Subject to a positive decision by the responsible competition authorities, the
Italian sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. will also belong to the Audi Group.
Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary)
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in Mexico in 2016.
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forwardlooking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2neutral mobility.
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