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► The Brussels site 

Audi has produced the Audi A1 family exclusively in Brussels, the European capital, 

since 2010. In 2016, 105,252 automobiles drove off the production line there. 

Production of the first purely electric-drive SUV from Audi will start in the capital of 

Belgium in 2018. The plant will also have its own battery production. Also in 2018, 

production of the Audi A1 will be transferred from Belgium to Martorell, Spain. 

 

With the plant in Brussels, Audi is the only automobile manufacturer with a 

production location in the heart of Europe. Close to the European Parliament, the 

Brussels site offers ideal conditions for the production of strategically important 

models of the Audi family. The success factors of Audi Brussels are the highly 

qualified and experienced workforce, easy access to highways and rail transport, and 

good relations to the institutions based in the city. Audi Brussels is actively involved in 

the dialogue with international, national and regional authorities. 

 

In the plant’s history of more than 60 years, the Audi A1 is the first model to be 

produced exclusively in the European capital. Before the plant was taken over by  

AUDI AG in 2007, it had belonged to Volkswagen AG since 1970 and produced various 

models of the Volkswagen Group. Since being taken over by AUDI AG, the Brussels 

facility has assumed an important role in the Audi-Group and now employs 

2,525 people. The start of production of the Audi A1 in 2010 marked the beginning of 

a new era. Audi Brussels expanded its production in 2011 with the addition of the  

Audi A1 Sportback and in 2014 with the Audi S1 and Audi S1 Sportback models. In 

2012, Audi Brussels produced the Audi A1 quattro as a special model in a limited 

edition.  

 

Starting in 2018, Audi Brussels will exclusively produce the first battery-electric 

SUV from the brand with the four rings for the world market. The Audi e-tron 

quattro concept presented at the 2015 Frankfurt Motor Show gives a concrete 

outlook onto the series-production car. The sporty SUV fits into the product portfolio 

between the Audi Q7 and the Audi Q5. Equipped with a long-range battery and three 

electric motors, the Audi e-tron model offers a maximum of sportiness, driving 

dynamics and efficiency. A range of more than 500 kilometers and quick-charging 

ability give it full everyday usability. In addition to good collaboration with the trade 
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unions, Audi also invests in education and training. For example, Audi Brussels has 

cooperation agreements with the partner colleges KTA Pro Technica Halle and Don 

Bosco Woluwe Saint-Pierre. Audi Brussels began offering tours in June 2010. 

Approximately 15,000 visitors experienced production of the Audi A1 close up in 

2016. 

 

► Spotlight on employees 

Audi Brussels currently employs 2,525 people (as of December 31, 2016). Of that 

total, 808 people work in production-related areas and 1,717 people work directly in 

production. With an average age of 44.4 years, the employees have worked an 

average of 20.4 years at Audi Brussels. The three working languages are French, 

Dutch and German.  

 

At Audi Brussels, there is a focus on the employees, as shown by the plant’s own 

health center. It offers a preventative program for the entire workforce: the 

Audi Check-Up. The employee attendance rate is currently 96 percent. Experienced 

nurses and doctors work to maintain and improve the employees’ health and help to 

recognize any risk factors at an early stage and to counteract them. Audi Brussels is 

one of the few companies in Belgium that offer this service.  

 

Audi Brussels cooperates closely with the trade unions. In a letter of intent from 

2007, the management and the trade unions together defined the framework 

conditions for good cooperation. An important component is the timebanking system 

used at Audi Brussels since 2010. It offers the company and its employees much more 

flexibility.  

 

Within the framework of the Dual Training project, 32 students have started their job 

training as plant technicians at Audi Brussels. Dual Training allows the students of the 

two partner colleges to undergo part of their training at the company. In this project, 

Audi Brussels is cooperating with the Flemish college KTA Pro Technica Halle and the 

francophone college Don Bosco Woluwe Saint-Pierre. The project gives the students 

the opportunity to have more practical experience during their training. Another 
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objective is to gain young people for attractive technical vocational training in 

Belgium. 

 

► Production on the road to electric mobility 

Audi has secured important production capacities for its ongoing growth with the 

plant in Brussels. With the intention of further developing the Brussels plant into a 

key component of the Audi production network, Audi has optimized the plant’s 

processes in accordance with the Audi Production System (APS). Major features of the 

APS are group work and continuous improvement. To improve the process chains, 

Audi has closely integrated the external suppliers and service providers into the 

production process. Short throughput times in production, low inventories and a high 

proportion of added value are the objectives on which Audi Brussels focuses.  

In addition to a body shop, assembly shop and paint shop, Audi Brussels also has a 

modern Pre-Series Center. This networks Production and Technical Development, 

ensuring the high quality of the Audi A1. The Audi Brussels plant produces roughly 35 

Audi A1 models each hour. 

In the future, the Brussels plant will manufacture its own batteries for the production 

of the battery-electric SUV. The Belgian site will thus become the key plant for 

electric mobility within the Audi Group. 

 

► Automotive Park logistics and supplier center 

Automotive Park, the ultramodern logistics and supplier center, is connected with the 

assembly halls by a bridge. It provides the infrastructure for efficient processes in  

the supply of materials to the Brussels plant. Every day, trucks and trains deliver 

7,700 different parts and components from more than 540 suppliers. Close 

integration of external suppliers with the plant’s internal logistics processes boosts 

productivity on a sustained basis. 

 

►  Sustainability and environmental protection 

At Audi, environmental protection is part of the corporate strategy. This applies to 

technology as well as to the manufacturing process. The most stringent of 
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environmental standards are applied at the Audi Brussels site. In 2013, the Brussels 

region recognized the plant as an “eco-dynamic company” – a regional environmental 

certification that is awarded every three years. Audi Brussels was awarded the highest 

rating of three stars. Since 2001, the Brussels site has also been certified according to 

the environmental audit of the European Commission (EMAS: Eco-Management and 

Audit Scheme). Audi Brussels installed a photovoltaic system with a total area of 

37,000 square meters (398,264.7 sq ft) at the plant site. Audi Brussels thus operates 

the largest photovoltaic system in Brussels, reducing CO2 emissions by roughly 

14,230 tons per annum. In late 2016, the “Trends” weekly honored the Audi Brussels 

plant with its Business Award as Belgium’s most ecological company. The brand with 

the four rings won in the face of strong competition. The jury stated that the key 

criterion for the decision was the convincing overall sustainability concept of Audi 

Brussels. 

 

►  Commitment to the region 

Audi places great importance on employee satisfaction and social responsibility at the 

Audi Brussels site. For example, Audi regularly organizes sporting activities for the 

workforce. In the “20 km of Brussels” run in 2016, Audi employees ran through the 

Belgian capital in line with the motto “From Brussels, through Brussels.”  

 

True to the motto “We live responsibility,” Audi Brussels supports regional social 

associations with monetary donations. Audi Brussels has partnered with the European 

think & do tank Pour la Solidarité to assist refugees. A total of seven social 

organizations in the Forest neighborhood of Brussels received financial support in 

2016. The volunteer organizations provided immediate aid to the needy on behalf of 

Audi Brussels. Maison médicale Marconi, Maison médicale des Primeurs and FQS 

helped to provide medical care to those in need, primarily the care of children from 

refugee-affected areas. The local educational institutions FOR.E.T and Le Partenariat 

Marconi worked to facilitate the scholastic and professional integration of refugees. A 

total of nearly 300 people were helped with the financial support of Audi. 

 



 
 

 
 
Audi  
Communications 
 

6/8                                                                                                                      

► History of the Brussels site  

1949   Construction of the first production buildings and establishment of the 

plant as Anciens Etablissements D’Ieteren Frères. 

1970  Establishment of Volkswagen Bruxelles S.A. – Brussel N.V. 

2005   Establishment of the company AutoVision S.A. – N.V. as the operator of 

the Automotive Park. 

2006   

 

Decision by Volkswagen AG to focus production of the Golf at the sites 

in Wolfsburg and Mosel. Restructuring agreement, 2,200 jobs are 

saved. 

2007 - 

2009 

Transitional phase, successive restructuring of the plant by Audi. 

Production at Audi Brussels of the Audi A3, VW Golf (until summer 

2007) and VW Polo (until November 2009). 

2009  100th anniversary of the Audi brand and the 60th anniversary of the 

Audi site in Brussels. 

2010  

 

May: start of production of the Audi A1*.  

November: production of the seven-millionth automobile.   

2011 Visit of the former King Albert II. Opening of the visitor pathway. 

November: start of production of the Audi A1 Sportback* 

2012   Audi Brussels celebrates its fifth anniversary. 

Start of production of the Audi A1 quattro. 

Cooperation agreement on Dual Training pilot project. 

2013 

 

Photovoltaic system with 37,000 square meters (398,264 sq ft) goes 

into operation, electricity from regenerative sources reduces CO2 

emissions by 14,230 tons per annum. 

2014  February: start of production of Audi S1* and Audi A S1 Sportback* 

October: celebration of production of the 500,000th Audi A1 in the 

presence of King Philippe I of Belgium.  

Round table on dual training with King Philippe I, the management of 

Audi Brussels, and teachers and students of both partner colleges. 

2016                  State visit to Belgium by the German president: On March 10, 2016, 

Joachim Gauck and King Philippe I visited the Audi Brussels plant to 

learn about the future of mobility and the all-electric Audi model that 

will be produced at Audi Brussels beginning in 2018. 
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►  Facts and figures 

AUDI AG  

Chairman of the Board of Management: Prof. Rupert Stadler 

Chairman of the Supervisory Board: Matthias Müller 

Employees (AUDI AG): 60,655 (as of: December 31, 2016) 

Employees (Audi-Group): 88,453 (as of: December 31, 2016) 

Deliveries to customers (2016): 1,871,350 automobiles of the Audi brand 

Production (2016): 1,903,259 automobiles 

 (including Lamborghini and CKD) 

 

AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. 

Established: 1949 

Chief executives: Patrick Danau, Norbert Handlos, 

Thomas Neuhaus 

Chairman of the Board: Prof. Dr.-Ing. Hubert Waltl 

Site area: 540,000 sq. meters (5.8 million sq ft) 

Employees: 2,525 (as of December 31, 2016) 

Models (2016): Audi A1, Audi A1 Sportback, Audi S1,  

 Audi S1 Sportback  

Production (2016): 105,252 automobiles 
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► Fuel consumption of the models named above: 

Fuel consumption of the Audi A1:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.2 – 3.6 (32.7 – 65.3 US mpg)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 168 – 94 (270.4 – 151.3 g/mi) 

Fuel consumption of the Audi A1 Sportback:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.2 – 3.7 (32.7 – 63.6 US mpg)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 168 – 97 (270.4 – 156.1 g/mi) 

Fuel consumption of the Audi S1:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.3 – 7.0 (32.2 – 33.6 US mpg)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 168 – 162 (270.4 – 260.7 g/mi) 

Fuel consumption of the Audi S1 Sportback: 

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.3 – 7.1 (32.2 – 33.1 US mpg)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 168 – 166 (270.4 – 267.2 g/mi) 

 

 

 


