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Audi on second and third rows at Spa
•
•

Search for grip on warm track with temperatures of 35 degrees
Lucas di Grassi/Loïc Duval/Oliver Jarvis best Audi team

Ingolstadt/Spa, May 6, 2016 – In the battle for grid positions in round two of the
FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC), Audi did not find an optimum set-up
for the conditions. The two R18 cars had to admit defeat to their competitors on
the 7.004-kilometer circuit at Spa-Francorchamps in Belgium.
The second qualifying session of the season went anything but perfectly for Audi. A
rival slowed André Lotterer (D) on his first lap. “It happened at the beginning of my
first outing, which I stopped as a result,” the German said. “My second lap was
better even though I was somewhat slowed by understeer.” He managed setting the
third-best single time in the field and the best lap of an Audi driver. Following a red
flag, Marcel Fässler (CH) took over the number “7” Audi R18. “I stopped my first lap
after the rear got too light for me at one stage,” the Swiss said. “Later, in the fast
Blanchimont corner, I lost some downforce behind two rivals and, to top it off,
made a braking mistake in front of the chicane.” Consequently, the trio had to settle
for grid position six.
In the number “8” sister car, Oliver Jarvis (GB) started qualifying. “My lap was okay,
but certainly not anything special,” the Briton said afterwards. “Considering the fact
that we didn’t drive a lot of kilometers in the free practice sessions, the time was
okay.” Loïc Duval (F) subsequently took over the Audi R18 and reduced the gap to
the third-placed car in front to 18 thousands of a second. “Obviously, the potential
on used tires at the end was limited. However, it wouldn’t have taken a lot more for
Audi to have been the second-strongest force in the field trailing Porsche,” said the
Frenchman. In the end, number “8” achieved position four on the grid.
“We’re not particularly happy after this qualifying session,” said Head of Audi
Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “Our drivers repeatedly encountered slower rivals
and we were generally unable to make optimum use of the track conditions. The
warm track with temperatures of 35 degrees did not produce the grip we’d been
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expecting. We’re going to leave no stone unturned to improve our cars before the
race.”
On Saturday, May 7, the second of nine WEC rounds will start at 14:30. The TV
channel Eurosport will be airing live coverage of the final stage from 19:00 to
20:45.
Qualifying results
1 Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (Porsche) 1m 55.793s
2 Dumas/Jani/Lieb (Porsche) 1m 56.590s
3 Conway/Kobayashi/Sarrazin (Toyota) 1m 57.698s
4 Di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis (Audi R18) 1m 57.716s
5 Buemi/Davidson/Nakajima (Toyota) 1m 57.750s
6 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18) 1m 57.915s
7 Imperatori/Kraihamer/Tuscher (Rebellion) 2m 01.547s
8 Heidfeld/Piquet/Prost (Rebellion) 2m 02.126s
9 Rossiter/Trummer/Webb (CLM-AER) 2m 03.571s
10 Berthon/Rast/Rusinov (Oreca-Nissan) 2m 07.363s

– End –
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in
more than 100 markets worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the
second half of 2016, the production of the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico).
100-percent
subsidiaries
of
AUDI AG
include
quattro GmbH
(Neckarsulm),
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A.
(Bologna, Italy).
In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the
Audi brand, 3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the
Ducati brand. In the 2015 financial year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and
an operating profit of €4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the
company all over the world, about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products
and sustainable technologies for the future of mobility.
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