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► The Neckarsulm site  

As the biggest company in the prospering Heilbronn-Franken economic region, the 

Neckarsulm site of AUDI AG is also one of the most attractive employers in Baden-

Württemberg. The city of Neckarsulm, named after the two rivers Neckar and Sulm, 

has approximately 26,600 inhabitants and provides 35,900 jobs. The Heilbronn-

Franken region provides more than 367,500 jobs, with the automotive industry 

playing an important role. With more than 16,300 employees, Audi in Neckarsulm is 

the region’s biggest employer (as of December 31, 2015).  

The plant has a total area of about one million square meters (nearly 11 million 

square feet), of which more than 90 percent is covered with buildings. It is located 

between the Neckar to the west, the railway line to the east, the center of Neckarsulm 

and the company Kolbenschmidt Pierburg AG to the south, and the Bad Friedrichshall 

business and industrial park to the north. AUDI AG is expanding the plant with an 

additional 23 hectares (56.8 acres) about six kilometers (3.7 miles) away in the 

Böllinger Höfe industrial park within the city limits of Heilbronn. In addition to a 

logistics center, the Audi R8* high-performance sports car is built here in the factory 

of Quattro GmbH.  

The following models are all produced at the plant in Neckarsulm: Audi A4 Sedan*, 

Audi A5*/S5 Cabriolet*, Audi A6 Sedan and Avant*, Audi A6 allroad Quattro*, Audi S6 

Sedan and Avant*, RS 6 Avant* and RS 6 Avant Performance*, Audi A7 Sportback*, 

Audi S7 Sportback*, Audi RS 7 Sportback*, Audi RS 7 Sportback performance*, 

Audi A8*, Audi A8 L*, Audi A8 L W12*, Audi S8*, Audi S8 plus*, Audi R8 Coupe* and 

Audi R8 Spyder*. This makes Audi Neckarsulm one of the most complex plants in 

Europe and one of the sites with the biggest variety of products in the Volkswagen 

Group.  

The Technical Development division consists of Quattro GmbH, the lightweight 

construction center, the development of fuel-cell technology, engine development, 

racing engines and interiors. The plant’s press shop, paint shop and toolmaking have 

key functions in the value chain and in extending Audi’s technology leadership. The 

site’s production planning, logistics planning and plant planning are occupied with 

the future of the plant, with mastering the increasing complexity and with new 

technologies.  
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The Audi Forum Neckarsulm is an attraction within and also outside the region. Since 

it was opened in May 2005, more than 2.1 million people have visited the facility to 

pick up their new cars, to experience guided tours of the plant, or to attend the 

various events and conferences held at the Forum.  

 

► Audi Forum Neckarsulm  

The Audi Forum Neckarsulm looks back on a successful year 2015: With 

245,034 guests during the year, the number of visitors since it was opened in 2005 

climbed to more than 2.1 million. The history of the Neckarsulm site can be 

experienced at the Audi Forum. It is the place where up to 150 customers pick up 

their new Audi each day. The Audi Exclusive Studio offers a wide range of inspiring 

possibilities for automobile customization and individualization.  

The brand and experience world offers a diverse framework for readings, concerts, 

meetings and conferences – from classical to pop, from business to pleasure. 

In 2015, 20 cultural events were held at the Audi Forum. In addition to the tenth 

anniversary festival with star conductor Kent Nagano and pop band Glasperlenspiel, 

special highlights included the start of the new series of cultural events under the 

heading “After-Work meets…” and additional appearances of Michael Bully Herbig, 

pop singer Joris and the jazz legends Ron Carter and Roy Hargrove.  

With “Audi young and fun,” a great fun and edutainment program has been offered 

for children and teenagers since 2012. The children’s program comprised 21 events in 

2015.  

In 2015, 42,440 visitors and 31,751 customers who were picking up their new cars 

experienced a guided tour of the plant. A visit also has a lot to offer on the culinary 

side: The Nuvolari restaurant is available for relaxed enjoyment. Guests value its 

stylish, modern and sophisticated ambience; the restaurant opens on the outside to 

the piazza and on the inside to the Forum.  

 

► Employees  

The Audi Neckarsulm site reached a new employment record in 2015. As of 

December 31, 2015, 16,314 people were employed at the Neckarsulm site – more 

than ever before. As a future-oriented company, AUDI AG offers a large number of 
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apprenticeships in the region. In 2015, 251 young people started their occupational 

training in Neckarsulm. They had decided on one of ten possible apprenticeships. In 

early October 2015, 18 young people began their studies at the Baden-Württemberg 

Cooperative State University and will work at Audi during their practical phase. As of 

December 31, 2015, a total of 843 apprentices were employed at the site. The 

average age of our employees in Neckarsulm is 41.8 and the average time they have 

been at the company is 17.5 years.  

Audi has traditionally placed high priority on the compatibility of career and family 

life. For this reason, the company has cooperated since 2004 with the association 

“Children in Movement,” which provides full day care in nurseries in Neckarsulm and 

the surrounding area. There were 73 places for children available in 2015. In addition, 

child care is offered in Neckarsulm in the summer, Easter, Whit and autumn holidays.  

► Technical Development  

A total of 1,748 people work in the area of Technical Development at Audi’s site in 

Neckarsulm (as of December 31, 2015). This includes Quattro GmbH, fuel-cell 

technology, the lightweight construction center, the development of gasoline and 

diesel engines, motorsport engines and special engines, as well as the development 

of car interiors.  

 

Lightweight construction  

Audi has established lightweight construction as key element of modern automotive 

engineering. With the Audi A8* in 1994, the company launched the first car in the 

world produced in a large series with a monocoque aluminum body. Since then, Audi 

has continually expanded its expertise and eventually even succeeded in reversing the 

weight spiral. The engineers make use of the fact that a low body weight also has 

positive effects on many other components of the overall vehicle – from the engine to 

the suspension.  

At Audi’s lightweight construction center in Neckarsulm, approximately 200 people 

cooperate closely with research institutes and industrial partners. The expertise 

gained has so far resulted in 20 car bodies and a triple-digit number of lightweight-

construction patents. Furthermore, Audi has already won the “Euro Car Body Award” 

four times; this is the world’s most important competition for car body builders.  
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A key building block is delivered by the Technical Center for Fiber Reinforced Plastics. 

With the new Audi R8*, which was presented in 2015 at the Geneva Motor Show and 

in is produced at Audi Böllinger Höfe in Neckarsulm, the premium manufacturer is for 

the first time using carbon-fiber reinforced plastics (CFRP) in the load-bearing body 

structure. Despite a considerable amount of additional equipment and increased 

stiffness, the new super sports car is up to 50 kilograms (110 pounds) lighter than its 

predecessor. The Audi Space Frame (ASF) in multi-material construction with the 

combination of aluminum and carbon fiber contributes to the lower overall weight 

and to the optimal weight distribution between the axles, and is the benchmark in the 

super-sports-car segment.  

In terms of lighhtweight construction, the new Audi Q7* sets new standards in the 

segment of large SUVs. Without driver, it weighs just 1,970 kilograms 

(4,343 pounds) with the 3-liter TFSI engine and 1,995 kilograms (4,398 pounds) with 

the 3-liter TDI. That represents up to 325 kilograms (716 pounds) less weight than 

the predecessor model. The body makes a great contibution to this progress: With its 

multimaterial construciton of aluminum and steel, it saves 71 kilograms 

(156 pounds) . The doors, hood and tailgate, which are made of aluminum, like the 

complete exterior skin, save another 24 kilograms (53 pounds).  

As with the Audi R8 and Audi A8*, the Neckarsulmer production and development site 

is responsible for developing the body platforms of the Audi Q7, which are also used 

for other models of the Group.  

Aluminum, high-strength and ultra-high-strength steel alloys, magnesium and 

carbon-fiber reinforced plastics – Audi has detailed and comprehensive knowledge of 

all body materials from its development work. The philosophy here is “the right 

material in the right place in the right amount.” The engineers at the Neckarsulm 

lightweight construction center are pushing the competition between materials 

forwards, constantly in search of even better solutions. The car body of the future will 

use these high-end materials in various combinations, depending on the model.  

The company has steadily expanded its expertise, also in the area of manufacturing; 

Numerous high-tech methods have been added. These innovative technologies are 

implemented at strategically important suppliers, which in turn supply Audi and other 

brands of the Volkswagen Group. In the field of lightweight construction, the 

engineers focus not only on the materials, but on the entire production chain – with 
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innovative solutions for process technology, bonding technologies, quality assurance 

and service and repair possibilities.  

 

Development of fuel-cell technology  

The Audi A7 Sportback h-tron quattro epitomizes the progress Audi has made with 

this drive technology at the Neckarsulm site in recent years. The system consisting of 

fuel cells and battery delivers 170 kilowatts and accelerates the 

Audi A7 Sportback h-tron quattro from 0 to 100 km/h (62 mph) in 7.9 seconds. Its 

top speed is 200 km/h (124 mph) – unique in the segment of hydrogen-powered cars. 

With one tank full of hydrogen, the Audi A7 Sportback h-tron quattro travels more 

than 500 kilometers (310 miles).  

Neckarsulm is responsible for the development of this technology for AUDI AG. The 

infrastructure created here has enabled the efficient development of hydrogen drive: 

A hydrogen filling station and several special test stands for cars with this drive 

system have been created. The experts in Neckarsulm are in charge of the entire 

development and application of fuel cells in cars, as well as the integration of the 

battery in the overall concept of the electric car.  

 

Engine development  

The development of various engines is an important cornerstone of the Neckarsulm 

site. In addition to V diesel and V gasoline engines for the larger models, the engines 

for motorsport applications are also developed here.  

 

quattro GmbH  

Since 1983, Quattro GmbH based in Neckarsulm has stood for high performance and 

high technology. In addition to developing and constructing the RS and R8 models, 

the Audi subsidiary is responsible for automobile individualization and accessories as 

well as customer motorsport.  

In the year 2015, the new generation of the high-performance sports car was 

launched. No other series-production car with the Four Rings is more powerful, faster 

or more distinctive: The new Audi R8* high-performance sports car is designed for 

maximum dynamism in all areas of technology – from the Audi Space Frame (ASF) to 
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its aerodynamics to the further developed quattro all-wheel drive. Close cooperation 

between racing engineers, motorsport specialists and series development staff led to 

significantly enhanced performance, for the road sports car and for the R8 LMS racing 

car, which was designed in parallel. Only ten weeks after its world premiere at the 

Geneva Motor Show, the R8 LMS had a brilliant 24-hour racing debut with victory at 

the Nürburgring, and achieved two more podium places at the 24 Hours of Spa in July.  

The new Audi R8* produced in a specially built factory at Audi Böllinger Höfe, about 

six kilometers from the main plant in Neckarsulm. Both the body production and the 

final assembly feature many new processes and are organized to be highly flexible – 

specially for the small series. Up to 500 highly qualified people are employed in the 

new R8 factory, which is operated by Quattro GmbH. In 15 stages each of 

approximately 30 minutes, they build each car with the greatest care and 

craftsmanship. Before being delivered, each new high-performance sports car passes 

through strict quality controls.  

 

► Production  

With a total of 272,103 cars produced (including CKD), the Neckarsulm site passed 

the historical mark of 270,000 automobiles produced in one year for the third time in 

2015. The site mastered two important ramp-ups in 2015: the Audi R8 and the 

Audi A4*. These achievements by the team were recognized in the fall: Both models 

won the “Golden Steering Wheel.” The results were decided on the basis of voting by 

readers of the magazine “Auto Bild” and the newspaper “Bild am Sonntag” as well as 

an international jury of experts. The Audi R8 also won the “Auto Trophy 2015” based 

on voting by readers of the magazine “AUTO ZEITUNG.”  

Neckarsulm is one of the sites with the biggest product diversity of all the Group’s 

plants. The manufacturing equipment includes a new press shop, an aluminum-steel 

body shop, two pure-aluminum body shops, a paint shop and several assembly lines. 

In Toolmaking, a new tryout press went into operation in 2015, which is the most 

modern and biggest drawing press in Europe.  

In addition, Neckarsulm has the mentoring function for international production sites 

such as Changchun and Foshan in China, Aurangabad in India and Lamborghini in 

Italy. The support provided ranges from expert exchanges to employee deployment. A 



* The fuel consumption and CO2 emissions of all the models named above and available on the German 
market are listed in the last chapter of this basic information.  
8/15                                                                                                                      www.audi-mediacenter.com 

regular and intensive flow of information also takes place with the site in Győr in 

Hungary.  

 

► Environmental protection at the Neckarsulm site  

Since 1995, the Neckarsulm site has regularly been certified in accordance with the 

Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) of the European Union, and it was once 

again certified in 2015. A key factor for certification is that evidence is provided of 

compliance with applicable law and of continual improvements in environmental 

protection. The Audi site in Neckarsulm therefore searches for new solutions in many 

areas, for example to reduce energy consumption, CO2, dust and solvent emissions, 

and to increase waste recycling while minimizing total waste. By 2020, the site’s 

CO2 emissions are to be reduced by 40 percent compared with 2010. An important 

step in this direction is that 40 percent of the electrical energy used in 2014 was 

regenerative.  
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► History of the site  

1873 Christian Schmidt establishes a factory for knitting machines in 

Riedlingen on the Danube. 

1880 The company relocates to Neckarsulm. 

1886 Start of bicycle production. 

1900 Production of motorcycles in Germany’s first motorcycle factory. 

1906 Start of production of own automobiles with the “Original Neckarsulm 

Motorcar.” 

1929 Automobile production is discontinued due to the world economic crisis. 

1945 The plant is completely destroyed in the Second World War; production 

is gradually resumed in mid-1945. 

1955 NSU Werke AG is the world’s biggest two-wheeler factory. 

1958 Resumption of automobile production with the NSU Prinz I to III. 

1964 Start of production of the NSU Wankel Spider, the world’s first series-

produced car with a rotary engine. 

1967 Series start of the NSU Ro 80, which is voted “Car of the Year 1967” due 

to its futuristic design and rotary engine. 

1969 Merger with AUTO UNION GmbH of Ingolstadt to form AUDI NSU AUTO 

UNION AG; Volkswagen AG is the majority shareholder. 

1974/75 The site is threatened with closure during the oil crisis. Employees fight 

successfully to save the site in the legendary “March to Heilbronn.” 

1975 To achieve better capacity utilization, the plant produces the Porsche 

924 as contract work, soon followed by the Porsche 944. 

1982 The Audi 100 achieves a CW value of 0.30 – a world record. 

1985 Introduction of the fully galvanized car body in the Audi 100 and 

Audi 200. 

The company is renamed as “AUDI AG” and the headquarters are 

transferred to Ingolstadt. 

1988 AUDI AG enters the large-sedan class with the Audi V8. 

1989 Introduction in cars of the turbo diesel engine with direct fuel injection. 

1990 First victory for Audi in the DTM with an Audi V8. 

1994 Start of production of the Audi A8*, the world’s first series-produced 

automobile with a body made entirely of aluminum (ASF). 
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2000 Start of production of the Audi A2, the first aluminum car in a large 

series. 

2001 Victory in Le Mans with the newly developed FSI with direct fuel 

injection. 

2005 Opening of the Audi Forum Neckarsulm. 

2006 German premiere of the Audi R8* sports car.  

First victory in the 24 Hours of Le Mans with a diesel engine developed in 

Neckarsulm. 

2007 Introduction of parallel production at the plants in Ingolstadt and 

Neckarsulm with the start of production of the Audi A4 Sedan*. 

2008 Inauguration of the new Toolmaking division. 

2011 Audi acquires 23 hectares of land in the Böllinger Höfe industrial park in 

Heilbronn. 

2012 Inauguration of the technical center for carbon-fiber reinforced plastics 

and of the new engine testing center. 

2013 Audi Neckarsulm receives the J. D. Power award as “Best Production 

Plant in Europe.” 

2014 Inauguration of Audi Böllinger Höfe (logistics center and R8 production). 

2015 The Audi Forum Neckarsulm celebrates its tenth anniversary. 
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► Facts and figures  

AUDI AG  

Chairman of the Board of Management: Prof. Rupert Stadler  

Chairman of the Supervisory Board: Matthias Müller  

Employees (AUDI AG): 59,506 (as of December 31, 2015) 

Employees (Audi Group): 84,435 (as of December 31, 2015) 

Deliveries to customers (2015): 1,826,627 automobiles of the Audi brand  

Production (2015): 1,830,334 automobiles  

 (including Lamborghini and CKD)  

The Audi site  in Neckarsulm  

Established:  1873 in Riedlingen (as of 1880 in Neckarsulm)  

Plant director: Helmut Stettner 

Surface area: Approx. 1.25 million square meters 

(including Audi Böllinger Höfe)  

Employees: 16,314 (as of December 31, 2015)  

Models (2015): Audi A4 Sedan, Audi A5/S5 Cabriolet, 

Audi A6 Sedan and Avant, 

Audi A6 allroad quattro, Audi S6 Sedan and 

Avant, RS 6 Avant and 

RS 6 Avant Performance, 

Audi A7 Sportback, Audi S7 Sportback, 

Audi RS 7 Sportback, 

Audi RS 7 Sportback performance, Audi A8, 

Audi A8 L, Audi A8 L W12, Audi S8, 

Audi S8 plus, Audi R8 Coupe, 

Audi R8 Spyder.  

Production (2015): 272,103 automobiles (including CKD)  

quattro GmbH  

Established: 1983 in Neckarsulm  

Chief executive: Heinz Hollerweger  

Employees: 1,125 (as of December 31, 2015)  
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Business activities: Development and construction of high-

performance models,  

individualization/accessories,  
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► Fuel consumption of the models named above  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A4 Sedan:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 6.3-3.7 (37.3-63.6 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 144-95 (231.7-152.9 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A5 Cabriolet:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 10.7-4.7 (22-50 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 249-123 (400.7-197.9 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi S5 Cabriolet:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 8.1-7.9 (29-29.8 mpg)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 189-184 (304.2-296.1 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 Sedan:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.4-4.2 (25-56 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 218-109 (350.8-175.4 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 Avant:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6-4.4 (24.5-53.5 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 224-114 (360.5-183.5 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 allroad quattro:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 8-5.5 (29.4-42.8 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 185-145 (297.7-233.4 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi S6 Sedan:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.4-9.2 (25-25.6 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 218-214 (350.8-344.4 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi S6 Avant:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6-9.4 (24.5-25 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 224-219 (360.5-352.4 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 6 Avant:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6 (24.5 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 223 (358.9 g/mile)  
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Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 6 Avant performance:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6 (24.5 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 223 (358.9 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A7 Sportback:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.5-4.5 (24.8-52.3 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 221-118 (355.7-189.9 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi S7 Sportback:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.3 (25.3 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 215 (346 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 7 Sportback 4.0 TFSI:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.5 (24.8 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 221 (355.7 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 7 Sportback performance:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.5 (24.8 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 221 (355.7 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A8:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 11.2-5.7 (21-41,3 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 259-146 (416.8 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A8 L:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 11.2-5.8 (21-40.6 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 259-148 (416.8-238.2 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi A8 L W12:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 11.2-11 (21-21.4 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 259-254 (416.8-408.8 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi S8:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 10-9.4 (23.5-25 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 231-216 (371.8-347.6 g/mile)  
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Fuel consumption of the Audi S8 plus:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 10 (23.5 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 231 (371.8 g/mile)  

Fuel consumption of the Audi R8 Coupé:  

Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 12.3-11.4 (19.1-20.6 mpg US)  

Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 287-272 (461.9-437.7 g/mile)  

Audi R8 Spyder  

This car is not yet on sale. It has not yet been homologated and is therefore not 

subject to the 1999/94/EG guideline. 

 

 


