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Audi Tradition presents “rarities” at the 
Techno Classica classic car exhibition 
 
• Highlights: Audi quattro Spyder and Audi Avus quattro 
• At the Audi booth: rarely exhibited prototypes from the company’s 

history  
• Exhibition from April 6–10 in Essen 
 

Ingolstadt, March 30, 2016 – The Audi Tradition exhibit at this year’s Techno 
Classica in Essen centers around rarities from the company’s history. The world’s 
biggest classic car exhibition expects around 190,000 visitors from April 6 to 10. 
Highlights at the company’s booth are the Audi quattro Spyder and the Audi Avus 
quattro. The company presented both prototypes for the first time in 1991. Other 
singular and rarely shown models round out the show. The Audi booth features, 
for example, the Audi Group S rally prototype with mid-engine and the only 
existing Audi motorcycle.  
 
The Audi quattro Spyder with its mid-engine concept was a sensation when it was 
presented to the audience at the 1991 International Motor Show (IAA) in Frankfurt. 
With its aluminum body, it weighed in at just 1,100 kilograms (2,425.1 lb). 
Speculation about production of the car in limited numbers brought Audi dealers 
thousands of advance orders. But the envisioned price of 100,000 German marks 
could not be met. It remained just a prototype.  
Just one month later, Audi went one further at the Tokyo Motor Show and exhibited 
the even more radical concept supercar Avus quattro. Its highly polished aluminum 
body offered another demonstration of consistent lightweight construction from 
Audi. The development engineers selected the mid-engine concept for the Avus as 
well, but this time with double the number of cylinders: for spectacular drive 
performance, they planned a 509 hp 12-cylinder engine 
in a "W" arrangement. 
 
The Audi Group S, developed for rally racing, is largely unknown. This one-off car 
produced in Essen was intended for racing in 1987 but was never put to use. Audi 
decided to withdraw for safety reasons from the World Rally Championship during 
the 1986 season that was already underway. A serious accident at the 1986 
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Portugal Rally – which did not involve an Audi – ultimately prompted the 
international sport authority FIA to eliminate Group B and the planned Group S from 
championship racing for the 1987 season. The technical features of the exhibited 
prototype: tubular steel frame, plastic body and four-valve turbocharged mid-
engine. 
 
The oldest exhibit is a Slaby-Beringer built in 1924. This graceful car is equipped 
with a one-cylinder two-stroke engine from DKW. Also equipped with a DKW engine 
is the Framo TV 300 three-wheeler built in 1929. The displayed transport car with 
platform body features 7 hp power output. The DKW F 9 built in 1941, which can be 
viewed at the Audi booth, is a true rarity. The 28 hp three-cylinder two-stroke engine 
– a new development at the time – promised outstanding performance. The body 
was notable for its striking aerodynamic shape. The outbreak of war prevented it 
from being produced in large numbers. Only ten units were built. 
 
Two motorcycles complete the display of rarities at Techno Classica.  
From 1928 on, DKW ORe 250 racing motorcycles were permanent fixtures on the 
winners lists and dominated their cubic capacity class. The bike exhibited in Essen 
was built in 1930. 
A unique specimen on two wheels from Audi? In fact, the prototype for a four-
cylinder motorcycle with the water-cooled motor of the Audi 50 was produced by 
Audi Pre-Development – in absolute secrecy – in 1976. The Design department 
provided the prototype with a typical exterior for the time. Due to sales strategy 
considerations, the Audi Z02 motorcycle was never produced. 
 
The historical department of AUDI AG is presenting its rarities in a space covering 
around  
700 square meters (7,534.7 sq ft) in Hall 7. Fans and collectors of miniatures can 
also purchase this year’s model here from Audi Tradition: an orange Audi Sport 
quattro rally car, limited to 333 copies, in 1:43 scale. Members of the Audi Club 
International (ACI) will display additional classic cars from the company’s history in 
Hall 7.1. 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
The four rings of the Audi badge symbolise the brands Audi, DKW, Horch and Wanderer, 
which were combined to form Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU, which merged in 
1969, both made many significant contributions towards the development of the car. AUDI 
AG was formed from Audi NSU Auto Union AG in 1985. Together with the two traditional 
companies Auto Union GmbH and NSU GmbH, Audi Tradition has nurtured the extensive, 
diverse history of Audi for many years and presented it to the public. The Audi museum 
mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt is open daily from Monday to Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 6 
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p.m. The August Horch Museum in Zwickau is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 9.30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 
www.audi.de/tradition 
 
Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACI). Officially recognised by 
AUDI AG, this umbrella organisation represents all Audi brand clubs and the clubs of the 
predecessor brands of the present-day AUDI AG. Information at www.audi-club-
international.de 

 

 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful 
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in 
more than 100 markets worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the 
second half of 2016, the production of the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 
100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the 
Audi brand, 3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the 
Ducati brand. In the 2015 financial year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and 
an operating profit of €4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the 
company all over the world, about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products 
and sustainable technologies for the future of mobility. 
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