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Audi customer teams successful in Australia
Ski stars at the Red Bull Ring in DTM race taxi
Interview with Mattias Ekström

Ingolstadt, August 2, 2015 – Successful Audi customer teams in Australia: In the
race of the NSW Production Sports Car Championship at Sydney, Audi customer
teams celebrated a victory and several podium places.
Victory and podiums in Sydney
Audi Sport customer racing teams claimed one victory and podium finishes in the
NSW Production Sports Car Championship at Sydney Motorsport Park (Australia),
the third race weekend of the season. Barton Mawer won the second sprint race with
the #38 Audi R8 LMS entered by Wall Racing, he shared the car with Greg Taylor in
the longer third race. Rod Salmon piloted his Audi R8 LMS ultra to second position
in the second sprint race and also in the 60-minute race. Fellow Audi Sport customer
driver Mark Griffith finished third in his Audi R8 LMS in the first sprint race of the
weekend.
Ski stars in Audi RS 5 DTM race taxi
Felix Neureuther, Marcel Hirscher and Aksel Lund Svindal not only generated a buzz
as guest entrants in the Audi Sport TT Cup at Spielberg. The three ski stars also
experienced the Red Bull Ring alongside Markus Winkelhock in the Audi RS 5 DTM
race taxi and were given the task of taking funny selfies. The results can be seen on
the social media sites of the winter athletes and at audi-motorsport.com.
Hansi Hinterseer visits Audi
Keeping his fingers crossed for the future son-in-law: The Austrian pop singer and
actor Hansi Hinterseer watched the DTM races at the Red Bull Ring at the garage of
Audi Sport Team Phoenix. Hinterseer’s daughter Jessica is engaged to Audi DTM
driver Timo Scheider. Red Bull Air Race star Hannes Arch and ski jumper Thomas
Morgenstern were Audi guests as well.
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Ekström and Rockenfeller to test at Spielberg
Two of the eight Audi DTM drivers will stay at Spielberg after the DTM weekend. On
Tuesday and Wednesday, all three DTM manufacturers will be testing at the Red
Bull Ring. For Audi Sport, the two DTM Champions Mattias Ekström and Mike
Rockenfeller will be on track with two test vehicles of the Audi RS 5 DTM.
BBQ under the banner of the bull
It has become somewhat of a tradition: On the occasion of the DTM race at the Red
Bull Ring, Audi again invited guests to a BBQ under the race track’s landmark, the
huge steel bull. Some 100 guests followed the call of the four rings, including all
eight Audi DTM drivers, the ski stars Felix Neureuther and Aksel Lund Svindal, the
management of the Red Bull Ring and numerous members of the media. DTM driver
Jamie Green performed the ceremonial tapping of the beer keg.
Audi tests for WEC home round
In tests at the Nürburgring on July 27 and 28, Audi prepared for the German round
of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) that will be held on the ‘Eifel’
circuit on August 30. On Monday, André Lotterer and Benoît Tréluyer drove the Audi
R18 e-tron quattro and on Tuesday, Lucas di Grassi and Loïc Duval took the wheel. In
total, the four Audi factory drivers covered almost 1,000 kilometers. “We gathered
a lot of important data in different track conditions,” said Chris Reinke, Head of LMP
at Audi Sport. “The weather – as is typical for the Nürburgring – was changeable.
Monday was predominantly wet, while Tuesday was dry. But we can expect these
kinds of conditions at the end of August as well.”
Kristensen, Capello and Duval at Copenhagen Historic Grand Prix
The former Le Mans winners Tom Kristensen, Dindo Capello and Loïc Duval
competed in the 15th Historic Grand Prix in the Danish capital Copenhagen. As in
previous years, Le Mans record winner Kristensen shared the cockpit in the Royal
Pro-Am race featuring pre-1965 vehicles on the 2.6-kilometer city street circuit in
the Bellahøj district with His Royal Highness Prince Joachim of Denmark. Following
many position battles, Loïc Duval won with his team-mate Martin Berner ahead of
Dindo Capello/Oscar Davidsen Siesbye. Last year’s winners Tom Kristensen and His
Royal Highness Prince Joachim of Denmark finished on the podium as well, in third
place. The numerous spectators witnessed a premiere: Tom Kristensen drove the
Audi R8 Safety Car as a taxi as part of the supporting program. This was the first
appearance of the new vehicle in Denmark. The proceeds from the taxi rides went to
a charity project for sick children.
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A word from … Mattias Ekström
With his first victory at Spielberg, Mattias Ekström captured the lead of the
standings in the DTM. The Audi driver in a brief interview.
For a decade and a half, you’ve been competing in the colors of Red Bull. Why did
your first victory on your ‘home track’ only work out now?
“It’s really strange that it took so long here. Somehow the god of racing was never
on my side here. I either didn’t manage a perfect lap in qualifying, or something
would happen in the race and once I even slipped on entering the pit lane. I’ve
always felt comfortable here but never managed to get everything right. Maybe I
also put myself under too much pressure. This year, it was different – so maybe this
was a victory of self-composure.”
How great was your joy of clinching a pole position again after nearly three and a
half years?
“Actually, this wasn’t a real qualifying on Sunday but more of a long run in rain that
was varying in intensity. These mixed conditions simply suit me well. It’s huge fun to
take the RS 5 DTM to the limit in that case. I tried out different lines lap by lap and
then went for broke in the last minutes.”
The weekend will be followed by tests at Spielberg and, next weekend, the World
Rallycross Championship round in Canada. Do you like stress?
“That’s not stress, but active recuperation. I enjoy having a lot on my plate. Here in
Spielberg, my partner Heidi was with me – without our two children for a change.
So, it was almost like a bit of a romantic vacation. That’s good for the soul and gives
me a lot of composure. And, obviously, you can achieve quite a bit that way.”

Coming up next week
09/08 Road America (USA), round 7 Tudor United SportsCar Championship
09/08 Fuji (J), round 4 Super GT

– End –
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In 2014, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to its customers. The
company achieved revenue of €53.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.15 billion in 2014. Audi
operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm
(Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia),
Aurangabad (India), Changchun and Foshan (China) as well as Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with the
Four Rings will start producing cars in Curitiba (Brazil) this year and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016.
Wholly
owned
subsidiaries
of
AUDI
AG
include
quattro
GmbH
(Neckarsulm),
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and sports motorcycle manufacturer
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The company currently employs approximately
80,000 people worldwide, thereof around 58,000 in Germany. Total investment of about €24 billion is
planned from 2015 to 2019 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi is committed
to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its products and
processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility.
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