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October 6, 2009

100th anniversary of Bernd Rosemeyer’s birth
•

Racing legend Rosemeyer would have turned 100 on October 14

Ingolstadt – The 100th anniversary of the birth of racing driver Bernd
Rosemeyer, who was born on October 14, 1909 in Lingen in north-west
Germany, is approaching. Audi Tradition will be laying a bouquet at the
memorial on today’s A5 Autobahn. Rosemeyer achieved international fame
primarily as one of Auto Union’s top drivers in Grand Prix races and world
speed record attempts in the “Silver Arrows” era of the 1930s. His racing
triumphs in Europe, Africa and the USA made him a public idol – not least
because of his swashbuckling driving style. Bernd Rosemeyer was a hero
of his time, who tragically lost his life at the zenith of his career while
making a world speed record attempt in early 1938.
Bernd Rosemeyer started his career by participating in motorbike races on grass
tracks and on the road. He signed up as a works driver at NSU in 1932 before
switching to DKW in the following year. In October 1934, he passed a test for upand-coming drivers in Auto Union’s challenging mid-engined racing car with flying
colours. He was then immediately promoted to the company’s racing car team
alongside Hans Stuck and Achille Varzi. And thus his meteoric rise in the motorracing universe began. Following his debut in the Auto Union Silver Arrow in the
1935 AVUS Race, he quickly attracted attention in the Eifel Race in particular,
when he finished second, just behind ex-champion and racing legend Rudolf
Caracciola. And then on September 25, 1935, Rosemeyer went one better,
winning his first Grand Prix in Brno. In the following year, the triumphs came thick
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and fast: he won the Grand Prix of Germany, Switzerland and Italy, as well as the
Großer Bergpreis hill-climb race. 1936 was also the year in which he won the
hand of the renowned sports pilot Elly Beinhorn in marriage.
In the 1937 season, Rosemeyer achieved some true milestones in motorsport: in
the Eifel Race at the Nürburgring, with a time of 9 minutes and 54 seconds, he
was the first driver ever to complete a lap of the legendary North Loop in less
than 10 minutes. In the Avus Race, at the wheel of the streamlined Auto Union
Type C, he achieved a straight-line speed of 380 km/h for which he is still famed
today. In the world speed record attempts on the motorway near Frankfurt, he
was the first driver to break through the 400 km/h barrier on a public road. His
last victory was in the Grand Prix of Donington on October 2, 1937. A renewed
attempt to break the world speed record on January 28, 1938 on the motorway
between Frankfurt and Darmstadt (today the A5) ended in tragedy when the car
skidded out of control at over 430 km/h. The ensuing accident cost Bernd
Rosemeyer his life.

- End -

Photos and further information are available at www.audi-mediaservices.com/en

In 2009, the Audi brand established by August Horch on July 16, 1909 celebrates its
centenary. The four rings of the Audi badge symbolise the brands Audi, DKW, Horch and
Wanderer, which were combined to form Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU, which
merged in 1969, both made many significant contributions towards the development of the
car. AUDI AG was formed from Audi NSU Auto Union AG in 1985. Together with the two
traditional companies Auto Union GmbH and NSU GmbH, Audi Tradition has nurtured the
extensive, diverse history of Audi for many years and presented it to the public. The Audi
museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt is open daily from Monday to Sunday, from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. The August Horch Museum in Zwickau is open from Tuesday to Sunday
from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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