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Audi shows real champions at the  
Techno Classica 
 

 More than 18,000 visitors expected at the world’s largest oldtimer show  

 Jubilee classics from company history on the Audi stand 

 In the limelight: Auto Union Type A race car, Audi Type C Alpine Rally 

winner and Audi Rallye quattro A2 world rally champion 

 

Ingolstadt, March 18, 2014 – Audi Tradition has assembled a true winning team of 

race and rally vehicles for this year’s Techno Classica in Essen, Germany, the world’s 

largest oldtimer show. From March 26 to 30, 2014 the company will have four 

generations of successful race and rally cars on display, including the Auto Union 

Type A Silver Arrow from 1934 and the Audi Type C Alpine Rally winner. Also on the 

stand in Essen is the Audi Rallye quattro A2 that Stig Blomqvist drove to victory in 

the drivers’ and manufacturers’ rally championships 30 years ago. Other exhibits 

that have contributed to the company’s motor sport heritage are the R8R Le Mans 

race car used for Audi’s debut on the Sarthe circuit in 1999, and the winner of the 

2013 event, the Audi R18 e-tron quattro. 

 

At the Techno Classica, Audi Tradition occupies a 700 square meter stand in Hall 7. 

Members of the Audi Club International (ACI) are displaying their historically 

significant cars in Hall 7.1, so that this year too there are two attractive venues for 

enthusiasts under the sign of the four rings.  

 

The oldest Audi Tradition exhibit is the 1919 Audi Type C Alpine Rally winner. 

Developed by August Horch in 1912, this car with its 35-horsepower engine could reach 

a top speed of 80 km/h. Three times in succession – from 1912 to 1914 – the Audi  

Type C was victorious in the Austrian Alpine Rally, in its day the most arduous long-

distance motor sport event. Exactly a century ago the car pulled off the triple victory 

that gained Audi the Alpine Rally winner’s trophy in perpetuity.  

 

Another eye-catcher: the Auto Union Type A Silver Arrow, in which Hans Stuck began his 

career as one of the legendary Auto Union drivers. This first-ever Auto Union Grand Prix 

racing car, which appeared in 1934, was highly advanced and spectacular in its design. 

Ferdinand Porsche developed its 4.4-liter, supercharged sixteen-cylinder engine, which 
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had an output of 295 hp and was located immediately behind the driver – a mid-engine 

car well ahead of its time, with a layout that has now been adopted as standard on 

Formula 1 cars. On its very first outing, the Auto Union Type A set three new speed 

records with Hans Stuck at the wheel. The car to be seen in Essen is a replica of this 

Grand Prix race car, owned by the Belgian D’Ieteren company. 

 

The Audi Rallye quattro A2 is another highlight. Visually the least spectacular of all 

Audi’s rally cars, it proved in the end to be the most successful. Thirty years ago the 

Swedish driver Stig Blomqvist took this Audi model to victory in the drivers’ and 

manufacturers’ world rally championships. The Audi Rallye quattro A2, with its 360-hp 

power output, could reach 100 km/h from a standing start in 4.2 seconds. Also at the 

Techno Classica: the Audi 90 quattro IMSA-GTO. It is exactly 25 years since drivers such 

as Hans-Joachim Stuck, Walter Röhrl and Hurley Haywood spectacularly strove for 

victory on the American racing circuits. Stuck won seven races in the 1989 season 

alone.  

 

Audi has dominated the 24 Hours of Le Mans for the past 15 years. Audi drivers have 

stood at the top of the winners’ podium 12 times – with Tom Kristensen leading the 

way: With a total of nine victories (between 2000 and 2013), the Dane holds the record 

for the track. Audi Tradition is exhibiting the original cars from the debut year 1999 

and from 2013 at the Techno Classica. The Audi R8R from 1999 came in third in the 

first year in which Audi entered the race on the Circuit de la Sarthe, with Frank Biela, 

Didier Theys and Emanuele Pirro in the cockpit. In 2013, Tom Kristensen was able to 

secure his ninth victory in the Audi R18 e-tron quattro alongside Alan McNish and Loïc 

Duval. 

 

Another exhibit is the replica of a Wanderer Streamline Special dating from 1939: with 

the original car Auto Union AG, as it was then, took the team prize in the Liege-Rome-

Liege long-distance race. It is accompanied on the Audi Tradition stand by the DKW 

Hartmann Formula Junior, one of the first competition cars in the company’s history 

intended for customer racing. DKW dealer Alfred Hartmann from Berchtesgaden 

brought this car to the racetrack. As early as 1959, he developed a Formula race car 

based on the Audi Union 1000, and capable of reaching 180 km/h. Last but not least 

among the Audi Tradition exhibits at the Techno Classics in Essen are two very special 

NSU motorcycles: the 125-cc NSU Race Fox Type Dolphin on which Rupert Hollaus took 

the world championship title in 1954, and a 250-cc NSU Race Max ridden by Werner 

Haas to world championship success in the same year. 

 

Those interested in showcase models will certainly take a closer look at this year’s 

limited edition model from Audi Tradition. Only 333 will be made – upholding another 

tradition – and finished in orange. Lovers of miniature models will certainly be tempted 

by this Audi 200 quattro TransAm in 1:43 scale. 
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– End – 

 

 
The four rings of the Audi badge symbolise the brands Audi, DKW, Horch and Wanderer, which were 
combined to form Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU, which merged in 1969, both made many 
significant contributions towards the development of the car. AUDI AG was formed from Audi NSU Auto 
Union AG in 1985. Together with the two traditional companies Auto Union GmbH and NSU GmbH, Audi 
Tradition has nurtured the extensive, diverse history of Audi for many years and presented it to the public. 
The Audi museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt is open daily from Monday to Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. The August Horch Museum in Zwickau is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
www.audi.de/tradition 
Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACI). Officially recognised by AUDI AG, this 
umbrella organisation represents all Audi brand clubs and the clubs of the predecessor brands of the 
present-day AUDI AG. Information at www.audi-club-international.de 

 
The Audi Group delivered around 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. From January 
through the end of September 2013 the Company posted revenue of €37 billion and an operating profit of 
€3.74 billion. The Audi Group is globally present in more than 100 markets and produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell 
(Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with four 
rings produces cars also in Foshan (China) since December 2013, in 2015 in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil) and 
2016 in San José Chiapa (Mexico). AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and the sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The Group currently employs almost 73,000 people worldwide, 
including around 50,000 in Germany. Total investment of around €22 billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – 
mainly in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi lives up to its corporate responsibility and has 
strategically established the principle of sustainability for its products and processes. The long-term goal is 
CO2-neutral mobility. 
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