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A new experience of history with Audi 
Tradition  
 
 

 For your diary: more than 25 events this year 

 With Jacky Ickx at the Grand Prix Historique in Monaco 

 A big presence at the “Techno Classica”, the world’s largest historic car 

show 

 

Ingolstadt, February 22, 2012 – It’s full throttle for Audi Tradition as the 2012 

season gets under way. Car enthusiasts can see its historic vehicles at more than 25 

events throughout Europe during the year. In Monaco, legendary Formula 1 driver 

Jacky Ickx will be at the controls personally to drive the Auto Union Type D Silver 

Arrow dating from 1938 through the Principality. Nor would the list of events be 

complete without the Mille Miglia. And this year’s Audi Tradition display at the 

“Techno Classica” in Essen, the world’s largest historic car show, is twice the size of 

last year’s: valuable vehicles from the company’s history will be seen on more than 

700 square metres of floor space.  

 

The historic car world will soon be turning its attention to Essen in the Ruhr area of 

Germany for the 24th time in succession. Over 180,000 experts and historic car 

enthusiasts are expected to visit the “Techno Classica” there from March 21 to 25. Audi 

Tradition has adopted “hillclimb races” as its motto, and will be displaying notably 

successful cars from four generations. Among the most outstanding exhibits will be the 

Auto Union Type C driven by the unforgettable Bernd Rosemeyer, the Audi Type C 

“Alpine Winner” that was victorious in the International Austrian Alpine Rally three 

times in succession from 1912 to 1914, and the NSU 1300 TT, with which Siegfried 

Spiess became German GT Hillclimb Champion in all classes in 1965. A special highlight 

will be the Audi Sport quattro S1 in which living-legend rally driver Walter Röhrl 

hurtled to the top of Pike’s Peak in record time 25 years ago. Other classic cars from 

Audi Tradition will be on show too, as well as motorcycles that played a part in the 

history of DKW and NSU.  
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It will be possible to admire the Auto Union Silver Arrows in action no fewer than five 

times this year. Jacky Ickx leads off in the Auto Union Type D at the Grand Prix 

Historique in Monaco (May 11 to 13). After that it’s off to the motherland of motor 

sport: from June 29 to July 1 more than 160,000 enthusiasts will make their way to the 

Goodwood Festival of Speed. Audi Tradition will also be represented at this year’s 

Goodwood Revival (September 14 to 16). But before that a trip to Austria is scheduled: 

the 2012 Ennstal Classic  is being held from July 11 to 14.  The next date to note is 

July 28, when the “24 Heures de Francorchamps” is being run. The Auto Union Type C 

that won the Belgian Grand Prix here in 1937 will have the honour of opening the race. 

 

The summer won’t be far off when five DKW models from the 1950s make their way to 

Brescia, Italy in mid-May. From May 18 to 20, the cars’ engines will warm to their task 

when the world-famous Mille Miglia is held. Another sporting highlight is the Kitzbühl 

Alpine Rally (May 30 to June 2). Audi Tradition first tackled the Austrian mountains 

here last year, and will be present this time with a DKW GT Malzoni, an NSU TT and an 

Audi 100 Coupé. 

 

The heritage department of AUDI AG will be criss-crossing Germany this year, with 

plans to attend more than 15 events. The calendar lists such well-established events as 

the Donau Classic in Ingolstadt (June 21 to 23), the Heidelberg Historic (July 12 to 14), 

the Classic Days Schloss Dyck (August 3 to 5) and the Sachsen Classic (August 16 to 18) 

– which is held in the region from which the Audi brand originated. Audi Tradition is 

participating for the first time in the Bodensee Klassik at Lake Constance from May 3 to 

5 with five modern classic vehicles. Other highlights include the international NSU Meet 

in Neckarsulm (June 7 to 10), the Schottenring Classic Grand Prix for motorcycles 

(August 18 to 19) and the Schloss Bensberg Klassik from September 7 – 9.  

 

The Gran Premio Nuvolari, the second highlight of the season in “Bella Italia” 

(September 21 – 23), traditionally marks the end of the season for Audi Tradition.  

 

– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered around 1,302,650 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. From January 
through the end of September 2011 the Company posted revenue of €32.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€3.96 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun 
(China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of 
the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At 
the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since May 2010, while production of the new 
A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company 
is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA 
MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in 
Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 63,000 people worldwide, including around 47,900 in Germany. 
Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest more than €13 billion – mainly in 
new products, human resources and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the 
Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding 
its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013. By 2015, Audi plans to 
increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 

 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future worth 
living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by environmental 
protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-looking human 
resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the newly established 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Under the heading of “Audi balanced mobility,” the Company is directing its 
activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


