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Walter Röhrl to climb Pikes Peak again 
 

 Racing legend in Audi Sport quattro S1 for Race to the Clouds 

 Autograph session with Röhrl at Audi stand at Techno Classica in Essen 

 

 

Ingolstadt, March 21, 2012 – 25 years after Walter Röhrl drifted up Pikes Peak in 

the Audi Sport quattro S1 and set a record that still stands today, the two greats will 

be reuniting in 2012. On July 8, Röhrl will be driving in the famous hill climb, also 

known as the Race to the Clouds, for the second time. Spectators in the U.S. state of 

Colorado will be able to relive a milestone in the history of Audi Sport when the Rally 

Driver of the Century takes the wheel of the original Audi Sport quattro S1. 

Beginning today, Audi Tradition is providing a foretaste of the famous hill climb at 

Techno Classica, the world’s largest trade show for classic cars, in Essen. Walter 

Röhrl will also be on hand for an autograph session. 

 

On July 11, 1987, rally legend Walter Röhrl stepped on the accelerator of the nearly 

600 hp Audi Sport quattro S1 and climbed the mountain in just 10 minutes and 48 

seconds. No driver had ever been faster up the unpaved dirt road. It was a milestone in 

the history of the oldest hill climb in the United States and also a milestone for Audi. 

Faster times were recorded later, but only after paving of the course, which has now 

been completed, had begun.    
 

25 years after his victory, Walter Röhrl is taking the “Monster” up the mountain for the 

second time on July 8. Not under race conditions this time, but it will still be 

challenging enough.  The course snakes through 150 curves over nearly 20 kilometres 

and finishes at the 4,301 metre summit. 
 

Those who are unable to attend in July have an opportunity to get a feel for the famous 

race at Techno Classica, the world’s largest classic car show, which opens today in Essen. 

Audi Tradition, the corporate history department at AUDI AG, is presenting winning hill 

climb cars at a 700 square metre stand in Hall 7. The highlight is the Audi Sport 

quattro S1 “Pikes Peak.” 
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But not only the original rally car will be on display, the champion himself will also be 

there. Walter Röhrl will be at the Audi stand for an exclusive autograph session on 

Sunday, March 25. Racing enthusiasts and Audi fans will have the opportunity to get to 

know the rally legend from 2.00 to 3.00 p.m.  
 

– End – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built 
in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 and 
A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has 
been running since May 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has 
been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. 
AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. in 
Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and quattro GmbH in 
Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. 
Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in 
new products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological 
lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) 
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013. 

 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future worth 
living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by environmental 
protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-looking human 
resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the Audi Environmental 
Foundation. Under the heading of “Audi balanced mobility,” the Company is directing its activities toward a 
major goal – comprehensive CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


