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Audi Tradition in Goodwood: revival of the 
Silver Arrow era 
 

 Spectacular Silver Arrows parade at Goodwood Revival Festival from 

September 14 to 16, 2012 

 Audi Tradition giving demo runs and showing the newly acquired Auto 

Union Type D Dual Compressor  

 Recollections of Bernd Rosemeyer: 75 years ago the Auto Union driver 

won his last race, the British Grand Prix  

 

Ingolstadt, September 11, 2012 – In honour of racing legend Bernd Rosemeyer, 

Audi Tradition is bringing four Auto Union Silver Arrow cars to the Goodwood Revival 

(September 14 to 16) in the south of England. Over the three days, renowned drivers 

will be demonstrating the impressive technology of the historic racing cars. Behind 

the wheel for the demo runs: Formula 1 legend Jacky Ickx, five-time Le Mans winner 

Frank Biela, and Pink Floyd drummer Nick Mason. Audi Tradition will also be giving 

the newly acquired Auto Union Type D Dual Compressor its first showing during the 

Goodwood Revival. 

 

75 years ago – in October 1937 – the great Auto Union driver won his last Grand Prix in 

England. Just three months later, Rosemeyer was killed during a record-breaking 

attempt. To mark Rosemeyer’s victory in the very first British Grand Prix, Audi Tradition 

is putting on a remarkable parade of Silver Arrow cars at the Goodwood Revival. 

Goodwood, one of the world’s most prestigious classic motorsport events, will play 

host to a presentation of the Auto Union models alongside their Mercedes-Benz 

competitors from the 1930s. A total of ten Silver Arrow cars are expected. To 

complement the Audi Tradition cars, there will also be a privately owned replica of an 

Auto Union Type A from 1934. On each day, Audi Tradition will give a demo run of 

replicas of the Auto Union Type C (1936) and of an Auto Union Type D Dual Compressor 

(1939). Then there are the famous “Karassik models” that are made largely from 

original parts: the Auto Union Type D (1938) and Audi Tradition’s recently acquired 

Auto Union Type D Dual Compressor from 1939. Since both vehicles were restored in 

the early 1990s, this is the first time that they have appeared side by side; Paul 

Karassik painstakingly tracked down the parts in the former USSR. 
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The drivers of the rare Silver Arrow models are also a big draw: Nick Mason, drummer 

of the world-famous band Pink Floyd, is driving for Audi Tradition for the sixth time. 

Mason played only recently during the magnificent closing ceremony of the Olympics in 

London, and is one of the most engaging personalities on the international classic car 

scene. No driver is more experienced behind the wheel of these remarkable racing cars 

than the Pink Floyd drummer, and Audi Tradition is delighted that he is able to 

participate. Mason, dubbed “the last Auto Union works driver”, is eagerly awaiting the 

occasion: “When the German Silver Arrows hit Donington 75 years ago, motorsport in 

England changed for ever. It’s really special to be allowed to drive such a racing car.” A 

sentiment shared by Jacky Ickx, of Formula 1 fame. In anticipation of appearing at the 

Goodwood Revival, Ickx, who ranks alongside other racing legends of the 1960s and 

1970s such as Sir Jackie Stewart and Emerson Fittipaldi, declared: “It is a privilege to 

drive these cars.” Audi Tradition’s team of drivers is completed by a representative of 

Audi’s more recent motor racing history, Frank Biela. The man from Neuss not only won 

the STC and DTM Championships. With five wins at Le Mans, he is one of the all-time 

greats of the world-famous 24-hour race. 

 

The Silver Arrow models built by Mercedes Benz and Auto Union dominated the racing 

scene from 1934 to 1939. They easily reached speeds in excess of 300 km/h. Even 

today’s Formula 1 cars are no faster. The esteem in which these models and their 

drivers were held was based on their superb technology, which was way ahead of its 

time, and their drivers, whose courage is still a huge inspiration to subsequent 

generations of drivers. The legendary Bernd Rosemeyer captured one of the coveted 

places in the Auto Union cockpit at the age of 25. 1936 was his best season: European 

Champion, German Champion and German Hill Climb Champion. Within a year, the 

young German became the superstar of his age. While he was unable to retain the 

European Championship in 1937, he did break the world record. He became the first 

man to exceed 400 kilometres per hour on an ordinary road in the Auto Union Type C 

Streamliner. However in 1938, the pursuit of the next record finally proved his undoing. 

At a speed of almost 440 kilometres per hour, his car was caught by a gust of wind and 

swept it off the road. News of his death caused widespread shock. Auto Union never 

again took part in record-breaking attempts.  
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The four rings of the Audi badge symbolise the brands Audi, DKW, Horch and Wanderer, which were 
combined to form Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU, which merged in 1969, both made many 
significant contributions towards the development of the car. AUDI AG was formed from Audi NSU Auto 
Union AG in 1985. Together with the two traditional companies Auto Union GmbH and NSU GmbH, Audi 
Tradition has nurtured the extensive, diverse history of Audi for many years and presented it to the public. 
The Audi museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt is open daily from Monday to Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. The August Horch Museum in Zwickau is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
www.audi.de/tradition 
 
Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACI). Officially recognised by AUDI AG, this 
umbrella organisation represents all Audi brand clubs and the clubs of the predecessor brands of the 
present-day AUDI AG. Information at www.audi-club-international.de 

 
 
The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011, the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built 
in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 and 
A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has 
been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been 
built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide.           
AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include amongst others AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr/Hungary), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese/Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels/Belgium), 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports bike manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). 
Audi currently employs around 65,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new 
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead 
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” claim. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and 
will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. 
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