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From truck to rail: Audi switches up delivery of 

battery modules for Brussels 

• Components for battery production at Audi Brussels to be transported by 
rail instead of truck in the future 

• The switch will save around 2,600 tons of CO2 annually  

• Project serves as a model for sustainable logistics in Audi’s global 
production network and dovetails with strategic environmental program 
Mission:Zero 

Brussels/Ingolstadt, June 3, 2022 – A holistic approach to carbon-neutral logistics is 

celebrating its premiere: Battery modules and cells from Hungary will in future be delivered 

to Brussels by rail instead of truck. This switch will reduce annual carbon emissions by around 

2,600 tons – and serves as a model for revolutionizing, if possible, all shipments of the car 

manufacturer’s battery components. Reducing the company’s ecological footprint is the 

central goal of the cross-site environmental program Mission:Zero. 

It is a major milestone on Audi’s journey toward across-the-board sustainability: In the future, 

components for the production of batteries at Audi’s Brussels plant will no longer be delivered 

by truck from Hungary, but by rail with DB Cargo. The move will radically reduce Audi’s 

environmentally harmful carbon emissions and save a lot of money. The switch in means of 

delivery between Hungary and Brussels, which was started in May and is scheduled to be 

completed by the beginning of 2023, is a preview of the car manufacturer’s future: “Brussels 

plays a pioneering role, but we developed this sustainable logistics concept for battery modules 

and cells in Audi’s entire production network,” says Dieter Braun, Head of Supply Chain at AUDI 

AG – in the future, preferably all production sites will implement this solution. 

Switching to rail reduces emissions and saves money 

The project in Brussels illustrates the immense potential of this supply chain concept: Until now, 

battery modules and cells needed in Belgium for the Audi e-tron* and Audi e-tron Sportback* 

were transported by truck over the approximately 1,300-kilometer-long route from the supplier 

in Hungary. To meet the Belgian site’s demand, twelve to 15 fully loaded vehicles set off across 

Europe every day. This caravan of trucks is now being replaced by rail transport. The switch will 

reduce carbon emissions by around 2,600 tons every year. Wherever possible, Audi uses DB 

Cargo’s DBeco plus service – for example, currently for the legs of the route in Austria and 

Germany: The service sources power exclusively from renewable sources such as wind, water, or 



 

 

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models 
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end 
of this text. 2/4 

solar energy, making transport carbon-free. In Hungary and Belgium, Audi uses DBeco neutral. 

With this product, the power used for transportation is offset by means of climate certificates, 

reducing carbon emissions elsewhere. 

Volker Germann, Chairman of the Board of Management at Audi Brussels, explains the 

significance of this approach for the Brussels plant: “Our site has already been net carbon 

neutral since 2018. Therefore, we’re also working to make the supply chain sustainable in order 

to contribute to environmental protection at all levels.” An additional benefit, the switch also 

lowers annual process costs by millions. In addition to reducing carbon emissions through 

switching to rail, the entire delivery process to the Brussels plant has been optimized. 

The supplier of the battery modules in Hungary does not have its own rail siding. Therefore, 

AUDI AG’s long-standing project partner DB Cargo recently put a logistics center (LC) into 

operation at the Győr site. At the weather-protected LC, battery modules are reloaded from 

trucks to rail cars for delivery. The modules are first picked up from the manufacturer by truck 

and transported from the Győr LC more than 1,000 kilometers by rail to Brussels. Initially, a 

lightweight hall was built in the immediate vicinity of the Audi plant in Győr; an additional 

expansion is already being planned. In order to meet the high quality and safety requirements 

for battery modules and cells, the Audi Supply Chain team uses a digital information platform 

and special sensor technology to monitor the temperature and any shocks in the rail cars.  

A company-wide concept 

The shift pioneered by Brussels is planned to be extended to the entire company in the 

foreseeable future: High-turnover components, such as battery modules and cells, will 

increasingly switch to delivery by rail – by 2025, Audi aims to transport these components 

exclusively by train. At Audi’s headquarters in Ingolstadt, for example, everything is ready to go 

for the production of batteries using modules and cells shipped by rail; the batteries will then be 

used to manufacture Audi models on site. New equipment and processes have been installed 

specifically for this purpose. And other plants are already waiting in the wings to switch to rail 

delivery of battery components. Similarly, a large share of the finished products are also shipped 

by rail: Today, around 68 percent of Audi vehicles in Europe already leave the plants by rail, a 

figure that is set to only increase in the future.  

Integration in environmental program Mission:Zero 

These targets dovetail with the company-wide environmental program Mission:Zero, by which 

the brand with the four rings seeks to achieve net carbon neutrality at all Audi sites by 2025. In 

addition to the decarbonization of production and logistics, water use, resource efficiency, and 

biodiversity are other key areas of activity for the Mission:Zero program.  
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Corporate Communications, AUDI AG 

Sabine Taner 

Spokesperson Production and Logistics 

Telephone: +49-841 89 42505 

Email: sabine.taner@audi.de 

www.audi-mediacenter.com 
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Michael-Ernst Schmidt 
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www.deutschebahn.com/en/presse 

 

Audi Brussels Communications 
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Telephone: +32-2-348-2661  
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segments. The brands Audi, Ducati, Lamborghini and Bentley produce at 21 locations in  
13 countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2021, the Audi Group delivered around 1.681 million cars from the Audi brand, 8,405 sports cars from 
the Lamborghini brand and 59,447 motorcycles from the Ducati brand to customers. In the 2021 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved a total revenue of €53.1 billion and an operating profit before special items of €5.5 billion. 
More than 89,000 people all over the world work for the Audi Group, around 58,000 of them in Germany. 
With its attractive brands, new models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group 
is systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility. 
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Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values** of the models named above: 

Audi e-tron 
Combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): 26.1–21.0 (WLTP); 
24.3–20.9 (NEDC); combined CO2 emissions in g/km (g/mi): 0 (0) 

Audi e-tron Sportback 
Combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): 25.9–21.0 (WLTP); 
24.0–20.9 (NEDC); combined CO2 emissions in g/km (g/mi): 0 (0) 

 
**The indicated consumption and emissions values were determined according to the legally 
specified measuring methods. Since September 1, 2017, type approval for certain new vehicles 
has been performed in accordance with the Worldwide Harmonized Light Vehicles Test Procedure 
(WLTP), a more realistic test procedure for measuring fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. 
Since September 1, 2018, the WLTP has gradually replaced the New European Driving Cycle 
(NEDC). Due to the more realistic test conditions, the consumption and CO2 emission values 
measured are in many cases higher than the values measured according to the NEDC. Additional 
information about the differences between WLTP and NEDC is available at www.audi.de/wltp. 

At the moment, it is still mandatory to communicate the NEDC values. In the case of new vehicles 
for which type approval was performed using WLTP, the NEDC values are derived from the WLTP 
values. WLTP values can be provided voluntarily until their use becomes mandatory. If NEDC 
values are indicated as a range, they do not refer to one, specific vehicle and are not an integral 
element of the offer. They are provided only for the purpose of comparison between the various 
vehicle types. Additional equipment and accessories (attachment parts, tire size, etc.) can 
change relevant vehicle parameters, such as weight, rolling resistance and aerodynamics and, 
like weather and traffic conditions as well as individual driving style, influence a vehicle’s electric 
power consumption, CO2 emissions and performance figures.  

Further information on official fuel consumption figures and the official specific CO2 emissions 
of new passenger cars can be found in the “Guide on the fuel economy, CO2 emissions and power 
consumption of all new passenger car models,” which is available free of charge at all sales 
dealerships and from DAT Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 
Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, Germany (www.dat.de). 
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