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Audi celebrates three major anniversaries at 
Goodwood 
 

 30 years ago Hannu Mikkola won the World Rally Championship in an 

Audi 

 25 years ago Audi won the TransAm race series in the USA 

 20 years ago the Earl of March staged the first Festival of Speed 

 

Ingolstadt, 8 July 2013 – At this year’s Festival of Speed, which takes place at 

Goodwood in the South of England from 12 – 14 July, Audi Tradition will 

celebrate three major anniversaries. Held for the twentieth time, the Festival is 

the largest historic motor sport event in the world and attracts 150,000 visitors 

from all over the world with its “Best of” programme. For this, Audi is shipping 

over an iconic vehicle, the 1936 Auto Union Type C racing car, and is also 

celebrating two other milestones in the history of Audi Sport: in 1983, 30 years 

ago, Hannu Mikkola became the first Audi driver to clinch the World Rally 

Championship title, at the wheel of the Audi Rallye quattro A2, and 25 years ago 

Audi Sport took the American TransAm title with the Audi 200 quattro, in the very 

first year in which it was entered for this race series. 

 

At this year’s Festival of Speed, Hannu Mikkola has an opportunity to look back on 

his own contribution to motor-sport history. It was in England that he clinched the 

World Rally Championship title thirty years ago, driving the Audi Rallye quattro A2. 

On a memorable day in November 1983, the final stage of the British RAC Rally, the 

last event of the season, was due to take place. Mikkola had by then gained the most 

points and only Walter Röhrl could overtake him in the rankings. When Röhrl failed 

to start, Mikkola only had to finish in order to take the title. He recalls: “The tension 

was enormous, but then the news broke and I was able to drive the RAC Rally in a 

very relaxed way.” Perhaps not quite as relaxed as he suggests, since he came in 

second behind another Audi driver, Stig Blomqvist, and took the Championship title. 

 

Audi Tradition has planned a surprise for Hannu Mikkola: some years ago the AUDI 

AG Historical Department was able to acquire the actual car that won the 1983 RAC 

Rally. Extensive restoration including the original paint finish has now been 

completed, and the 1983 World Rally Champion has been invited to give the 
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restored car its maiden outing at Goodwood. Mikkola: “To be back in the car I drove 

back then is a very emotional experience.” To make the occasion perfect, the 1983 

World Championship team will be complete for the Goodwood Hillclimb, with 

Hannu Mikkola joined by the man who was his co-driver for eleven years: Arne Herz.  

 

Just five years later, in 1988, when those great days of rallying were past and Audi 

Sport was concentrating on circuit racing, the brand with the four rings made a 

dramatic return to the international motor-sport scene: with its Audi 200 quattro, 

the Ingolstadt carmaker stormed the American TransAm race series with a car that 

had been developed in just a few months. Based on the Audi 200 quattro and the 

standard five-cylinder turbocharged engine, the outcome was a racing car with all-

wheel drive and a power output of 510 bhp. At the end of the season, Audi had won 

eight of the 13 races and carried off the manufacturers’ world championship title. 

The drivers were Hurley Haywood, Hans-Joachim Stuck and Walter Röhrl. The 

driver’s title went to Haywood. At the Festival of Speed, Hans-Joachim Stuck will be 

behind the wheel of the Audi 200 quattro TransAm. 

 

No Festival of Speed would be complete without Nick Mason. Pink Floyd drummer 

and racing car enthusiast, he has been there since the very first time that the Earl of 

March held the event at his family seat in the south of England. The Earl’s father had 

established a racing circuit in the grounds of the house, but it seemed likely to be 

forgotten. The son revived public interest and, with his Festival of Speed, created a 

new and soon legendary motor-sport event. This is the seventh year that Nick Mason 

has driven for Audi Tradition. After his appearances at the wheel of Auto Union Silver 

Arrows from the 1930s, people began to refer to him jocularly as “Auto Union’s last 

works driver”. In response to a special request from the Earl of March, Audi Tradition 

is contributing to the event’s jubilee by bringing its Auto Union Type C to Goodwood 

House. Bernd Rosemeyer dominated Europe’s racing circuits in the 1936 season 

with this 16-cylinder car. Driven by Nick Mason, this jewel in the crown of Audi’s 

corporate history is the special version built at that time for use in hillclimbs, with 

twin-tyred rear wheels. As the Pink Floyd drummer declares: “It is a great pleasure 

and a privilege each time I am permitted to drive one of the Auto Union Silver 

Arrows.”  

 

– End – 
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The four rings of the Audi badge symbolise the brands Audi, DKW, Horch and Wanderer, which were 
combined to form Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU, which merged in 1969, both made many 
significant contributions towards the development of the car. AUDI AG was formed from Audi NSU Auto 
Union AG in 1985. Together with the two traditional companies Auto Union GmbH and NSU GmbH, Audi 
Tradition has nurtured the extensive, diverse history of Audi for many years and presented it to the public. 
The Audi museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt is open daily from Monday to Sunday, from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. The August Horch Museum in Zwickau is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
www.audi.de/tradition 
 
Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACI). Officially recognised by AUDI AG, 
this umbrella organisation represents all Audi brand clubs and the clubs of the predecessor brands of the 
present-day AUDI AG. Information at www.audi-club-international.de 
 
 
In 2012, the Audi Group delivered 1,455,123 cars of the Audi brand to its customers, generated revenue 
of €48.8 billion and achieved an operating profit of €5.4 billion. The Audi Group is globally present in 
more than 100 markets and produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), 
Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), 
Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with four rings will produce cars also in Foshan 
(China) as of late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) starting in 2016. AUDI AG’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, 
Italy) and the sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The Group 
currently employs more than 70,000 people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. Total 
investment of approximately €11 billion is planned by 2015 – mainly in new products and sustainable 
technologies. Audi lives up to its corporate responsibility and has strategically established the principle of 
sustainability for its products and processes. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
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