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Lucas di Grassi celebrates Formula E podium in
Riyadh
• 41st trophy in 60th race for the Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler team
• Daniel Abt scores valuable points after strong fightback
• Team Principal Allan McNish: “Happy with podium after a crazy race”
Diriyah, November 23, 2019 – Just one day after the difficult beginning to the season, Lucas
di Grassi and Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler impressively came back: The Brazilian celebrated
second position in Diriyah and thus the team’s 41st podium success in the 60th Formula E
race. Daniel Abt also scored valuable points with a strong fightback.
The second race of the season on the outskirts of Saudi Arabia’s capital Riyadh was marked by
rough duels, numerous overtaking maneuvers and two safety car periods that repeatedly packed
up the field. In all of the duels, Lucas di Grassi, who had started the race from third place on the
grid, kept a cool head and claimed second place after 45 minutes of racing. For the 35-year-old
Brazilian, it marked his 31st podium finish in Formula E, including 10 victories.
“Thank you to my guys in the pit lane. This trophy is a sweet reward for the hard work done by
the whole team after yesterday’s difficult beginning,” says Lucas di Grassi. In the season opener
on Friday, both di Grassi and his teammate, Daniel Abt, finished without any points. “This is the
strength of our team: we never give up. We’re now going to analyze and evaluate everything,
continue to improve and be even stronger in the next race. The battle for the championship is
just starting for real.”
In sixth position, Daniel Abt scored valuable points for himself and the teams’ championship.
The German had started the race from the fifteenth spot on the grid, initially made up some
positions, but subsequently dropped to the end of the field due to a drive-through penalty. With
the help of the safety car and several bold overtaking maneuvers, he fought back into the points
again. “These points today were really hard-fought, but they felt good after a difficult start to
the weekend,” says Daniel Abt. “We may not have scored a lot of points yet, but we know that
we’ve got the performance and the car to be in contention for victories. Now we just need to put
it all together.”
“That was a wonderfully crazy race – exactly the way we know and love Formula E. That makes
going home with a trophy even sweeter,” says Team Principal Allan McNish. “I was especially
impressed by how we fought back here in Riyadh after the disappointing first race on Friday. It

1/2

Audi
MediaInfo

shows how determined and passionately our team works. Lucas showed an impeccable day today
and I’m also very happy about Daniel’s points after a brilliant fightback.”
Following its good result the day before, Audi’s customer team Envision Virgin Racing went
home without any points due to two collisions. After a short Christmas break, Formula E will
return to the race track next year: the third round of the season will be held in Santiago de Chile
on January 18.
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100
markets worldwide and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG
include Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2018, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.812 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 5,750
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,004 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 fiscal year,
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At present,
approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them in
Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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