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Third podium result for Audi Sport in 2019 FIA
WTCR
•
•
•

Jean-Karl Vernay secures second place in Hungary
Frédéric Vervisch and Jean-Karl Vernay score points at every race
A total of 20 WTCR trophies for Audi Sport teams since 2018

Budapest/Neuburg a. d. Donau, April 28, 2019 – Audi Sport customer racing has
demonstrated a significant boost in performance at the second round of the WTCR – FIA
World Touring Car Cup. After achieving eighth place last year as the best result in Hungary,
the Audi Sport squad has now returned with a trophy. This is the third cup so far this year
and the 20th for the Audi RS 3 LMS since the FIA WTCR started in 2018.
Jean-Karl Vernay from the Leopard Racing Team Audi Sport matched his previous best result of
the season at the Hungaroring. After claiming second place at the season-opening round in
Morocco, he again climbed the podium at round two in Hungary. For this race, the Frenchman
started from pole position on the reverse grid. Despite losing two positions after the start, he
made up one spot to bring home second place. Previously, Vernay had fought his way through
the field from eighth on the grid to fourth at the flag in race 1. Frédéric Vervisch also managed
to make up the several places in the same race. Driving for Comtoyou Team Audi Sport, the
Belgian improved from tenth to sixth place. Vernay concluded race three in tenth ahead of
Vervisch on twelfth. This earned both Audi Sport drivers points in all three races in Hungary. As
the best driver of an Audi RS 3 LMS, Vernay now ranks fifth overall in the 26-strong field.
Gordon Shedden, who had harvested points at all three races of the opening round in Morocco,
looked on track to claim more points in Hungary. Putting in a spirited charge, the Scot from
Leopard Racing Team Audi Sport went home empty-handed from the second round: The threetime BTCC champion had taken up the race from 25th on the grid and was running in eleventh
place when he was shunted from the track by a tough maneuver and had to retire. Thus,
Shedden earned no points in Hungary. The newcomer Niels Langeveld also had no chance to
claim points – 18th place in the third race on the Hungaroring was the best result for the
Dutchman.
“Last year, Hungary was our toughest weekend with our drivers earning only 17 points
between them,” said Chris Reinke, Head of Audi Sport customer racing. “Our harvest of 54
points in 2019 was more than three times better. And the milestone of now 20 podium
finishes for the Audi RS 3 LMS in just over a year is remarkable in such a fiercely competitive
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series as the FIA WTCR.”
In just two weeks, the world cup will be held on the Slovakiaring, with the fourth event
contested a week later in Zandvoort, Netherlands.
– End –

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100
markets worldwide and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG
include Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2018, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.812 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
5,750 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,004 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of
them in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.

2/2

