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Audi driver Lucas di Grassi celebrates runner-up
finish at Formula E’s “golden anniversary”
• 29th podium for the Brazilian in 50th race of the electric racing series
• Daniel Abt in fourth following strong fightback
• Audi customer team Envision Virgin Racing clinches third and sixth positions
Hong Kong, March 10, 2019 – The 50th race of Formula E and another podium finish for
Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler: Keeping a cool head, Lucas di Grassi finished the turbulent E-Prix
in Hong Kong as the runner-up. His teammate, Daniel Abt, fought back from twelfth on the
grid to fourth position. In total, all four Audi e-tron FE05 cars finished in the top six.
Changeable weather made for extremely difficult conditions at the “golden anniversary” event
of the electric racing series. The track was still damp when the race was started and then
continued to dry. The safety car was deployed a total of three times, and race was also redflagged shortly after the start.
Lucas di Grassi once again showed nerves of steel, already shining with a strong performance
in qualifying. The Audi driver, in the worst of conditions with a lot of aquaplaning, was the only
one of the first qualifying group to make it into the Super Pole shootout of the top six. After
starting the race from fifth on the grid, di Grassi initially lost two positions. However, thanks
to a spirited drive, the Brazilian still moved forward to second. As a result, he improved to third
position overall in the drivers’ classification.
“Today we had to drive with our heads,” said the Brazilian. “In conditions like these, you can
only overtake by forcing the issue and risking a non-finish or penalty. I kept cool and was
rewarded for it. This is my 29th podium in Formula E. But that’s not the only thing I’m proud
of. The way this racing series has developed is simply fantastic. For me, it’s the best one at the
moment.”
His teammate, Daniel Abt, also showed a strong performance. The German was struggling
with the difficult conditions in the third qualifying group. From twelfth on the grid, the Audi
driver improved by two places on the first lap and subsequently made up one position after
another. “The beginning was totally crazy,” said Abt. “Things were hectic and it was important
to stay clear of all the frenzy. In the end, we made up eight places to finish 4th. I’m very
happy, because we also showed a strong performance as a team and scored valuable points.”
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In the teams’ classification, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler, is now in second position after five of
thirteen races. “After this race, we’re in a much better position in the championship than
before, because some of our most important rivals didn’t score any points today,” said Team
Principal Allan McNish. “The streets of Hong Kong make for plenty of excitement every time. It
was a totally crazy race but we kept moving forward. Lucas already showed an exceptional
performance in qualifying and Daniel with a great fightback in the race. So, there are several
reasons to celebrate.”
For the third consecutive time, an Audi e-tron FE05 was the first to cross the finish line in
Formula E. Sam Bird from Audi’s customer team Envision Virgin Racing fought a spectacular
duel at the front of the field with André Lotterer’s DS Tcheetah. On the penultimate lap, there
was contact between them, resulting in Lotterer’s retirement due to a punctured rear tire and
Bird losing his victory due to a retrospective time penalty. Consequently, his teammate, Robin
Frijns, moved up to third position.
“With all four Audi e-tron FE05 cars crossing the finish line in the top five, you can only call
that an excellent result for Audi,” said Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass. “It was a race
packed with incidents in difficult conditions with a track that was damp at the start and then
drying off. Our drivers showed a strong performance throughout the whole race and made no
mistakes. And we again saw how strong our car is, especially in the race.”
The sixth race of the Formula E season is coming up in just two weeks’ time. On March 23, the
electric racing series will visit Sanya on Hainan Island in China for the first time.
– End –

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100
markets worldwide and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG
include Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2018, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.812 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
5,750 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,004 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of
them in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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