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Audi drivers impressed by RS 5 DTM




Positive feedback following track tests in Portugal
Difficult external conditions with wind and rain
Next test at Oschersleben in April

Ingolstadt/Estoril, March 27, 2015 – At the first official DTM track tests of the
year, the Audi RS 5 DTM left a strong impression.
From Wednesday to Friday this week, the DTM tested on the race track at Estoril
(Portugal) on which the internationally popular touring car racing series last held a
race in 2004. “Unfortunately, the external conditions weren’t exactly optimal,“ says
Dieter Gass, Head of DTM at Audi Sport. “On the first and on the last day, we had
very strong gusty winds. On the second day, there was intermittent rain. It won’t be
easy to draw the right conclusions from the test results. But after the long winter
break, it was extremely important for our drivers to get a lot of driving time and to
get an idea of the set-up work that was done over the winter months. We’re pleased
that our drivers immediately felt comfortable again in the RS 5 DTM and made
positive comments about the basic set-up that was worked out in winter.“
All eight Audi drivers participated in the tests on the Portuguese Atlantic coast. Each
of the three Audi Sport Teams (Abt Sportsline, Phoenix and Rosberg) had a 2015specification race car at Estoril, plus there was a test car from Audi Sport that was
equipped with additional sensors and measuring instruments shared by Mattias
Ekström and Miguel Molina.
“The whole team did a good job in winter,” Timo Scheider, the 2008 and 2009 DTM
Champion, said after the test. “This was the first time for me to sit in the RS 5 DTM
since the finale at Hockenheim and I immediately felt comfortable. The car is
superbly balanced.”
This impression was confirmed by all Audi drivers, who reeled off a total of 1,382
laps and 5,779 kilometers on the three days. Except for a minor slip by Adrien
Tambay on Thursday afternoon, the test went without any problems for Audi. In
four of the six test sessions, an Audi RS 5 DTM was listed in first place.
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The fastest lap of the tests was performed by youngster Nico Müller, who in the
Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM of his team-mate Jamie Green achieved a best time
of 1m 32.443s on the last day. “It was great for me to be able to test for two full
days,” said the 23-year-old Swiss. “We don’t have a lot of testing opportunities in
the DTM. Obviously, the weather hampered our testing program a little. But the
items we checked off were positive.”
At Estoril, all Audi drivers worked together with their race engineers for the 2015
season for the first time. New to the Audi DTM squad is the Italian Nicola Palarchi,
who supports Adrien Tambay in Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline. Starting this year,
his previous engineer, Franco Chiocchetti, will be taking care of Edoardo Mortara’s
RS 5 DTM. All other driver-engineer combinations have remained unchanged.
Before the season opener at Hockenheim on the first weekend in May, another
official DTM test is scheduled at Oschersleben from April 14 to 16.
The test results of the Audi four RS 5 DTM at Estoril
Audi Sport Audi RS 5 DTM #17 (Audi Sport Team Abt)
Mattias Ekström (S), 147 laps (Wed), 1m 33.269 s (Wed)
Miguel Molina (E), 190 laps (Thur/Fri), 1m 32.673s (Fri)
Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM #27 (Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline)
Adrien Tambay (F), 193 laps (Wed/Thur), 1m 32.878s (Thur)
Edoardo Mortara (I), 114 laps (Fri), 1m 33,075s (Fri)
Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM #53 (Audi Sport Team Rosberg)
Jamie Green (GB), 127 laps (Wed), 1m 32.774s (Wed)
Nico Müller (CH), 243 laps (Thur/Fri), 1m 32.443s (Fri)
Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM #99 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix)
Mike Rockenfeller (D), 197 laps (Wed/Thur), 1m 32.804s (Thur)
Timo Scheider (D), 171 laps (Thur/Fri), 1m 32.586s (Fri)
The race engineers for the Audi Sport Teams in the 2015 DTM:
Mattias Ekström: Florian Modlinger
Jamie Green: Erich Baumgärtner
Miguel Molina: Markus Michelberger
Edoardo Mortara: Franco Chiocchetti
Nico Müller: Karl Jennings
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Mike Rockenfeller: Jürgen Jungklaus
Timo Scheider: Laurent Fedacou
Adrien Tambay: Nicola Palarchi
– End –
Related Video:
https://vimeo.com/123440023

In 2014, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to its customers. The
company achieved revenue of €53.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.15 billion in 2014. Audi
operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm
(Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia),
Aurangabad (India), Changchun and Foshan (China) as well as Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with the
Four Rings will start producing cars in Curitiba (Brazil) this year and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016.
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Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and sports motorcycle manufacturer
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The company currently employs approximately
80,000 people worldwide, thereof around 58,000 in Germany. Total investment of about €24 billion is
planned from 2015 to 2019 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi is committed
to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its products and
processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility.

3/3

