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First victory for Audi R8 LMS GT4 in the United
States
•
•
•

GMG Racing wins GT4 category in Pirelli World Challenge SprintX
Second place for Audi Sport Team BWT in VLN opener at the Nürburgring
Podium results in championship and Trophy wins in Australia

Neuburg a. d. Donau, March 26, 2018 – Audi Sport customers on three continents clinched
trophies with their GT sports cars on the fourth weekend in March.
Audi R8 LMS GT4
GMG Racing celebrates first American success for Audi R8 LMS GT4: James Sofronas and Alex
Welch stood on the top step of the podium in the SprintX season opener of the Pirelli World
Challenge. The two Americans from Team GMG Racing won the second single race of the
opening event on the circuit of Austin, Texas, achieving the first victory for the new customer
sport race car in North America. After the one-hour race, the advantage of their Audi R8 LMS
GT4 was 3.3 seconds. With 37 entrants the GT4 category in the Pirelli World Challenge is one of
the best-filled GT4 classes worldwide. Sofronas, who is both the team’s owner and a driver, is
ranked in third place of the standings after two of a total of eight individual races in the GTS
class of the SprintX classification.
First one-make cup race cars delivered: This year the Audi Sport Seyffarth R8 LMS Cup is making
its debut as part of the DTM’s supporting program. The one-make cup is exclusively dedicated to
the Audi R8 LMS GT4. Rüdiger Seyffarth received the first race cars at Audi Sport customer
racing in Neuburg an der Donau in March. Dirk Spohr, Head of Customer Management at Audi
Sport customer racing, handed over the first 364 kW (495-hp) customer sports cars. The Audi
Sport Seyffarth R8 LMS Cup in its six events this season will be racing at the Hockenheimring,
the Lausitzring, the Hungaroring, at Brands Hatch, Misano and at the Nürburgring.
Audi R8 LMS GT3
Position two on the Nordschleife: Audi Sport Team BWT started the VLN Endurance
Championship Nürburgring season with a podium result. Audi Sport campaigner Markus
Winkelhock and Audi factory driver Nico Müller shared an Audi R8 LMS of Peter Mücke’s Berlinbased racing team. At the end of the season’s first four-hour race, they took second position. In
total, four Audi teams finished in the top ten.
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Two podium results in Australia: Swiss Audi campaigner Marcel Fässler and his Australian
teammate Geoff Emery in the Australian GT Championship season opener shared an Audi R8
LMS of Team Valvoline. On the race weekend at Melbourne, three-time Le Mans winner Fässler
as the best Audi driver scored third place in the first and second place in the third race.
Four victories at Melbourne: Audi’s customers started the season of the Australian GT Trophy for
older-generation race cars with a total of nine podium results. Australian Nick Kelly won all four
races at Melbourne in the Audi R8 LMS ultra for Team Industrie Clothing. Matthew Stoupas in
another Audi R8 LMS ultra contributed a second and three third places. Additionally, Audi
privateer driver Rio Nugara clinched third place in race three. Nick Kelly is now leading the
standings with 220 points, Matthew Stoupas with 159 points is ranked in third place.
Audi RS 3 LMS (TCR)
Initial visit to Neuburg an der Donau: The three new Audi Sport campaigners Gordon Shedden,
Jean-Karl Vernay and Frédéric Vervisch are competing for Audi in the 2018 FIA World Touring
Car Cup (WTCR). On March 22, they visited Audi Sport customer racing in Neuburg an der Donau
where they familiarized themselves with the company and together with Chris Reinke, Head of
Audi Sport customer racing, analyzed focal areas for the season opener at Marrakesh from April
6 to 8. At Audi’s Museum Mobile in Ingolstadt, the driver trio admired exhibits from more than
100 years of the company’s history.
Coming up next week
30/03–01/04 Sepang (MAL), rounds 1 and 2, Thailand Super Series
30/03–02/04 Nogaro (F), rounds 1 and 2, GT4 France
30/03–31/03 Dubai (UAE), rounds 12 and 13, NGK Racing Series
31/03–01/04 Suzuka (J), round 1, Super Taikyu Series
30/03–01/04 Bathurst (AUS), rounds 1 and 2, Cue Enduro Championship
– End –

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include
Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2017, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.878 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
3,815 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,900 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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