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Audi driver Ekström maintains DTM lead
Hard-fought sixth place in Sunday’s race at the Nürburgring
• Audi RS 5 DTM on dry track with additional weight not fast enough
• Only two Audi drivers in the points
•

Neuburg/Nürburg, September 10, 2017 – With a hard-fought sixth place in Sunday’s race at
the Nürburgring Audi driver Mattias Ekström has maintained his lead in the DTM and
extended his advantage over Lucas Auer (Mercedes-Benz) to nine points.
Following the previous wet day, the Audi drivers on Sunday were battling with dull weapons on a
dry track, as expected. Jamie Green (Audi Sport Team Rosberg) as the best Audi driver qualified
for grid position eleven. Leader of the standings Mattias Ekström (Audi Sport Team Abt
Sportsline) entered the race from position 13. All other Audi campaigners found themselves at
the rear of the grid.
Mattias Ekström and Jamie Green made the best of their difficult starting positions. Both pitted
late in a race with turbulent phases and on fresh tires in the final stage still battled their way
forwards from positions ten and eleven to six and seven. With that, both scored valuable points
in the title race which, before the last two race weekends at Spielberg and Hockenheim, has now
become even more intense.
“My race was relatively boring,” said Mattias Ekström. “I was driving alone for much of the time.
In the end, following all the pit stops, I came sixth – that makes for good points, but not for a
good feeling.”
Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass assessed the race in a similar vein: “This wasn’t a really
good race for us. We weren’t fast enough and were struggling with tire degradation, which is
normally not an issue for us, and was probably due to the high weight. Considering this, we have
to be fairly happy with positions six and seven for Mattias and Jamie.”
Ekström and Green were the only two Audi drivers to score points on Sunday. Following his third
caution this season, René Rast had to start from the last position on the grid and lost about ten
seconds due to a problem during the tire change. The German still fought back to position
twelve and continues to be ranked in third place overall.
For Audi Sport Team Phoenix, which remained without points on both days in the Eifel, the event
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on home soil was disappointing. Loïc Duval came 15th on Sunday and Zandvoort winner Mike
Rockenfeller 17th following two tire changes.
Nico Müller had to park his Audi RS 5 DTM early, eleven rounds before the finish, after BMW’s
Timo Glock had hit the rear of Müller’s car hard on braking into the chicane.
The DTM continues in just 14 days’ time at the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg. Mattias Ekström is
traveling to Austria as the leader of the standings. René Rast, Jamie Green and Mike
Rockenfeller are in positions three, five and six. In the manufacturers’ classification, Audi, now
with a 52-point advantage over Mercedes-Benz, continues to hold the top spot. In the teams’
classification, Audi Sport Team Rosberg is leading 52 points in front of Audi Sport Team Abt
Sportsline.
Results of race 2:
1 Robert Wickens (Mercedes-Benz) 40 laps. in 56m 49.795s
2 Paul Di Resta (Mercedes-Benz) + 0.362s
3 Marco Wittmann (BMW) + 7.589s
4 Bruno Spengler (BMW) + 7.955s
5 Maro Engel (Mercedes-Benz) + 15.995s
6 Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) + 20.549s
7 Jamie Green (Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) + 22.887s
…
12 René Rast (AUTO BILD MOTORSPORT Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) + 43.624s
15 Loïc Duval (Castrol EDGE Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) + 59.428s
17 Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) + 1m 27.987s
Not classified:
Nico Müller (Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline), - 11 laps
– End –

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).
In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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